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Cutter Bar for Lathes. 


This bar consists of two pieces of steel holding a movable 
pit which can be taken out and replaced by another, ad infini- 
tum. The notch for holding the cutter should be roughened. 
The simplest method of doing this is to run a tap of suitable 
size through it when closed, cuttmg a screw thread in it. 
The very point of the jaw or check should be tempered brown. 
The rest of the bar is spring temper, a simply soft steel. It 
is made of two 4iu, slips of 7-8th and 5-32d steel. The slips 
of steel used as cutters should be slightly notched on the sides 
before tempering to prevent slipping. Thus treated and held 
in hard-screwed jaws, they are very firm and steady to their 
work. 

Of course the same construction may be applied to lathes of 
any size, enlarging or reducing the size of the steel bar used. 
Fig. 1, elevation; Fig. 2, plan; Fig. 3, bolt; Fig. 4, cutter, 
Yin. long. . 

Our engraving is copied from the English Mechanic. 








Argentine Railroads. 


report recently issued by Dr. Frias, the Minister of the 
Interiors of the Argentine Republic, gives the following sum- 
mary with regard to railroad and telegraph works in that coun- 
try: “The Central Argentine railway, since it commenced 
running in 1867, has earned $2,438,185, of which one-half was 
absorbed by working expenses. The balance paid b: j Govern- 
ment for the 7 per cent. guarantee h-s been $1,182,932. In 
1872 the net gains were 54% per cent. on the capital, and it is 
expected that in 1874 the Government will have nothing to 
pay onthe guarantee. Some Cordohese proprietors give much 
trouble by litigation and enormous demands for land expropri- 
ated by the line. Mr. Stuart’s line to Rio Cuarto has been 
finished within the 37 months stipulated, terminating in Ne- 
vember, 1873 ; the bridge and terminus, 
however, at Rio Cuarto will not be ready 
till next February. The East Argentive, 
in spite of the Jordan revolution, will 
open its first section to traffic from Con- 
cordia to Federacion in October, and the 
whole line will be completed to Moi te 
Cascrcs, in Corrientos, by the end of 1874. 
Some delay has been caused by diff culties 
in getting land expropriated. Mcssrs. 
Teliener & Co. are working at the_nar- 
row-gauge line from Cordoba to Tucu- 
man, commenced last October, and which 
there is every probability cf their com- 
leting by October, 1876. The Campana 
ine, with guarantee on £400,000, = be 
eun in October, and must be completed in 
two years or forfeit the guarantee. The 
Andine line,. wide-gauge, will be ptc- 
longed from Rio Cu rto to Mercedes, on 
Allan and Elias’s plans. (This is the line 
since contracted for by Messrs. Rogers & 
Thomas.) .The narrow-gauge Cuyo lines 
are not yet awarded, but the governments 
of all the upper provinces have engaged 
to give the land necessary gratis. ‘The 
railways of the republic are as follows : 
Actually working—Central Argentine, 246 
miles ; railways in Buenos Ayres, 352 
miles ; Andine to Rio Cuarto, 82 miles ; 
total, 680 miles. In construction—Cor- 
doba to Tucuman, 336 miles ; Gualegy 
line, 76 miles ; East Argentine, 90 miles ; ; ; 
Buenos Ayres to engene, 48 miles; total, 550 miles. Projected 
and proposed for—Buenos Ayres, Mendoza and San Juan, 724 
miles ; Transandine to Chile, 160 miles; Totoralejos, Rioja, 
Catamarea, 440 miles; Tucuman, Jujuy, Salta, 220 miles; 
entes to Mercedes, 138 miles; total, 1,682 miles. 
2,912 miles. Every one of the 14 provinces is now connecte 
by telegraph, whereas in May, 1870, there was but one short 
line; no less than 1,166 miles have been completed in the 
last year. Mr. Carranza is making 250 miles in the north, and 
then we shall have close on 5,000 miles in the republic. 
THE SCRAP HEAP. 
Foreign Iron Prospects. 
The Moniteur des Interets Materiels, of Brussells, whose 


are falling every day, and we call special attention to our 
Middlesborough correspondence, which brings us precise de- 
tails which are not very rmynee The situation of the 
English metal market, frankly speaking, is bad, and the future 
promises to be darker still. One of the greatest outlets of this 
industry is going to fail us almost completely. America for 
some time to come will do nothing more, or almost nothing, 
for its railroads. The weakness of manufacturing stocks is 


therefore natural.” The Middlesborough correspondent said | 


that sellers had reduced their price for rails t6 £10 10s. with- 
out finding buyers. 


Improved Car Sill. 


8. D. Beerbrower and Kirk Thompson have devised an im- | 


provement in car. sills which, they claim, is much stronger 
and more durable than a wooden sill. Their sill is simply a 
hollow girder made of rolled iron plates, and about six inches 
square. The endsof the upright posts are let into the sill 


and extend through to the under side, to which they are | 


securely fastened. 


Locomotive Tests. 

The Cumberland (Md.) News of November 12 says : 

**On Monday the pwn capacity of a Baldwin mogul engine 
was tested on the Cumberland & Pennsylvania Railroad. It 
started 28 loaded hoppers, and then drew 24 from Jackson to 
Frostburg in one hour and twelve minutes. Some time pre- 
vious to this trial a Millbolland engine was tested in like man- 
ner over the same piece of road. It drew 28 loaded hoppers 
from Jackson to Frostburg in one hour and twenty-four min- 
utes. Difference of load in favor of the Millholland, and differ- 
ence of time in favor of the Baldwin. Mr. W. L. Jordan, Mas- 
ter Mechanic of the Cumberland & Pennsylvania Railroad, and 
Mr. Thomas Malloy, Supervisor, witnessed Monday’s test. Mr. 
J. B. Reagan was the engineer.” 


Railroad Manufacturers. : 


The Connellville Car & Machine Shop Company hes moved | 
‘a. The shops are full of 


into its new shops at Connellsville, P. 
work and the company has a full force of men employed, 


Corri- | 
Grand total, | 


Gontributions. 





Interchange of Cars—More Line Cars Wanted. 


To THE EpiToR OF THE RAILROAD GAZETTE: 

Your issue of November 29 has a very just article about in- 
terchange of cars. The remedy I should propose is to build 
more “line cars.” All east and west roads should have at least 
one-fourth of their stock “line cars” in such lines as the 
Red, Blue, Globe and Erie & North Shore. We can’t collect 
demurrage. A delivers the car to B on the 8d; B reccives the 
car on the 5th; B delivers the car to C on the 8th, and C re- 
ceives it from B on the 10th ; that is about the way 50 per cent. 
of the interchange is made. Cars should be returned prompt- 
ly. The great neglect of this is that agents at small stations 
do not know where to send the cars. To obviate this as much 
as possible, the Rock Island road has had a large circular 
printed, showing what road delivered to and what station to 
load for, which is found to be a great help to agents. 

OccasIonaL. 


How they Repair Track in a Chicago Yard and in some 
Other Places—Rerailment in the Yard. 





To THE EpIToR OF THE RAILROAD GAZETTE: 

An engine had been off the track at a misplaced switch, and 
the rods were fearfully bent, so much so as to narrow the gauge 
of the switch nearly aninch. This rendered the wheel flanges 
exceedingly liable to “‘ mount” the end of the switch-rail and 
cause a “run-off.” The trackmen sought to remedy this by 
straightening the switch-rods, or, rather, by altempting to 
straighten them. 

Aman threw down a block of wood for a “bait,” and with a 
heavy bar raised the switch, the bend in the rod resting on the 
bar. Another man, with a sledge, commenced a furious 
pounding on the rail at the end of the switch-rod, the only 
| visible effect of which was to greatly disturb the man who was 

sitting on the end of the bar, holding up the switch. But cold 
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CUTTER BAR FOR LATHES. 


iron is about as obstinate as some of the men that handle it 
| are stupid, and the rod refused to yield to the persuasive blows 
of the sledge. After a season of pounding and blowing,{with 
a liberal mixture of profanity, another plan was resorted to. 
A rod was slipped off at the ends of the switch-rails and placed 
bottom upward on a rail lengthwise, the rail serving as an 
|anvil. Another performance with the sledge, with different 

results. The rod would not lay still, and the united efforts of 
three men could not hold it in place, a blow from the sledge 
| causing it to bound like a thing of life. As the rod was placed 
| with the “elbow” upward, it of course rested on the end or 


to nearly close it-up. The next blow began to tell on the kink 
in the rod, and pretty soon it was pronounced “ good enough.” 
| It was nuw concluded to slip it back to place, but the straight- 

ening process had made it longer than its fellows that had not 
| been pounded, and the next. move was to force the rails apart 
| with bars; but when this was done another difficulty presented 
| itself. The closing up of the clasp aforementioned prevented 
its going upon the rail. The rod was again placed 
upon the rail (where it was straightened) edge up. 


A spike was used as a wedge to spread the clasp, which duty | 


it performed in a manner entirely satisfactory, with the excep- 

tion that it broke the rod at the turn on the end which forms 

the clasp. The engineman of the pony now appeared on the 

scene, and in language not to be mis:aken insisted on an im- 

|mediate passage of the switch. The switch-rails were then 
put in place and spiked, and as the switch was in constant use, 
a man was detailed to attend it with a claw-bar and hammer, 
while others “toted” the ro 8 off to the shop (wherever that 
was) to have the thing done up right. 


It is better to have an extra set of switch-rods on hand to 
use in such cases than to be bothered in such a manner. And 
what is better still is to protect the rods so that they will not 

| be injured by any amount of run-offs. This can be done by 
placing a tie under each rod, and cutting a groove lengthwise 
through the tie on its surface large enough for the rod to move 
in freely without rubbing. A light sprinkling of salt in the 
groove will keep it clear of snow and ice. It is a good plan to 
put a little salt (a very little) on the headblocks, in the frogs, 
| and back of the guard rails. It will effectually prevent mis- 
chief from snow and ice. 


But perhaps the best plan of all for protecting switch-rods 


| clasp, and the clasp being thin, the effect of the first blow was | 
opinions regarding finance and industry have great weight | 


with us, says, under date of November 21: *‘The prices.of iron | 


is the one recommended in the RarLnoaD GazeTTEe some time 
since, viz.: by placing a tie each side of the rod, allowing just 
room cnough for the end of the rod to move freely between them 
In a crowded yard it is impossible for even the most careful of 
yardmen to avoid an occasional “ run-off,” and much of the de- 
lay and vexation occasioned by these mishapsmay be obviated 
by always being prepared for such emergoncies. Not only to 
prevent a needless smashing of things generally, but to pro- 
vide for a ready “‘rerailment” of engine or cars, and to facil- 
itate the putting to rights of whatever may be deranged, with- 
out delay. A slight mishap in the yard frequently knocks an 
outgoing train out of time, which may end ina collision far 
out on the line. If the managers will not provide some of the 
safety switches, it is a matter of economy to have a pair of the 
portable frogs lying about the yard—not lying around loose, 
but always in their places. These are not expensive, anda few 
minutes’ use of them will replace an engine or car in time to 
allow of the regular departure of trains, and regularity is in- 
dispensable to safety. And, if economy is practiced to such 
an extent as te exclude any or all of the above-mentioned ap- 
pliances for safety and convenience, the trackmen in the yard 
can do a good thing by providing a few pieces of short, narrow 
planks, and about a quarter of a cord of blocks of wood from 12 
to 18 inches in length. Some shapely blocks from the tender 
will do, but where none but coal-burners are used, two or three 
hard-wood planks, sawed to proper lengths and piled up snugly 
among the switches, will be found exceedingly useful in re- 
railing an engine. 

It mayscem superfluous to explain the manner of using 
short-wood or b'ocks in getting the locomotive on the track, 
but, judging from what recently came under my notice, it is 
(on some roads) one of the lost arts, and will bear explanation. 
It is not when a locomotive is in the ditch, bottom up, that the 
wood would come so handy, but when she stands on her feet 
and is only “comfortably off” there is nothing superior to it 
for the purpos- in question. 


The first move is to place some planks or scantling length- 
wise of the machine and about a foot from the wheels. Then 

————-~+auss lay the pieces of planks or blocks with one 
end res‘ing on the longitudinal pieces and 
the other on the gravel, or some blocks 
well placed for a better foundation. The 
object is to raise the wheels, and move 
them toward the track at the same time. 
This will be accomplished by backing her 
(if she went off head first) upon the blocks, 
which lay crosswise and at an angle of 25 
or 30 degrees with the horizcn. Suppos- 
ing she went off to the right, the blocks 
on both sides must pitch to the left, or 
toward the track. The blocks for :aising 
the wheels on the left side will of course 
be placed under the engine pitching 
outward, or toward the rail; those for 
the right side will pitch inward, or in 
the same direction. The blocking should 
be so placed as to raise the wheels grad- 
ually as the engine is backed, and not 
blocked too “dead” on the start. The wheels 
on the left side will only require raising 
so that the tread will catch the rail; while 
those on the right must be raised so that 
the flanges will ciear the rail on that 
side. Therefore the lower end of the 
blocking on the left side should be a trifle lower than 
the top of the rail; that on the other enough higher 
to carry the flange over. When both sides are ready she should 
be backed just far enough to get the wheels out of their bed, 
and a man should be stationed on each side to block the wheels 
when she has gone far enough. The engineman will find it diffi- 
cult to stop just right, and it is necessary to block the wheels 
to insure success. Now fill up the spaces where the wheels 
were, and if your blocking is properly arranged the next move 
puts her on the track. The use of jack-screws may be neces- 
sary under some circumstances, but they are often used when 
the job could be done more readily without them. The road 
is often . locked for hours, when a few minutes of the right 
kind of work would put things to rights. And it is as neces- 
sary to have the proper appliances in the yard for replacing 
engines and cars as it is to provide a thoroughly equipped 
wrecking car for work “ outside.” 





Wm. 8. Hunrineton. 








Interchange of Cars---Some Experiences. 
Quincy, December 2, 1873. 
To THE Epiror o¥ THE RAILROAD GAZETTE : 

In the Gazetre of November 29 an article upon “ Inter- 
change of Cars” attracted my attention, and as I am one of 
those miserable sinners commonly called “car clerks,” I am 
particularly interested in at least part of the subject. Cannot 
there be some way devised whereby cars can be returned—at 
least a majority of the times—to the same point and by the 
same route that they went out on? Several roads, with partial 
success, use large cards, which are tacked on the car, stating 
to which station the car is to be returned, but this does not 
always bring the car home, even if the card is not torn off or 
mutilated, which is often the case. 

One source of detention of cars which I have often noticed 
occurs at the termini of roads where cars are exchanged, and 
is frequently caused by the rivalry, or possibly the spite, exist- 
ing between the men whose duty it is to inspect them. For 
instance, a car from the “ A. B.” arrives at “C.” and is billed 
to a point on the “E. F.” Railroad. The inspector of the “ A. 
|B.” pronounces the car fit to proceed, but when it is made up 
| into the “C. D.” train it is condemned by the inspector of the 
| “C. D.” road and, amid much profanity on the part of train- 
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men and switchmen, the car is “held,” or, in other words, 
taken out of the train and put in some out-of-the-way place, 


frequently to remain until a tracer from the ‘‘ E. F.” road is | 


sent after it. 

It is very plain that this should not be so, but that it is so I 
have almost daily evidence. If such things come to the ears 
of superiors, each ‘‘ boss” stands up for his own inspector, and 
instead of an amicable adjustment the breach is often widened. 
I have sometimes thought that the chief recommendation a 


person needed to become a prime car inspector was stubborn- | 


ness. 








Awards of Premiums for Machinery by the American Insti- 
ute. ; 





In the forty-second annual fair of the American In:titute 
(1873) the following premiums were awarded in Department 
V.: 


Wm. D. Russell, agent, No. 18 Park place, New York, for the 
best steam engine (Baxter), silver medal. 

Delamater Iron Works, foot of West Thirteenth street, New 
York, for the best Ryder cut-off steam engine, silver medal. 

Jerome Wheelock, Worcester, Mass.,. for the best variable 
cut-off steam engine, silver medal. 

Hampson, Whitehill & Co., No. 38 Cortlandt street, New 
York, for a horizontal slide-valve hand cut-off steam engine, 
bronze medal. ; é : - 

A. Kipp, Jr. & Co., Sing Sing, N. Y., for an upright engine, 
diploma. 

«wing Machine Engine Co., No. 841 Broadway, New York, 
for the best steam motor for sewing machines, silver medal. 

Delamater Iron Works, foot of West Thirteenth street, New 
York, for the best hoisting machine, silver medal. 

Wm. D. Andrews & Bro., No. 414 Water street, New York, 
for a hoisting machine, bronze medal. 

McMann & Russell, No. 56 Gold street, New York, for valves, 
bronze medal. 

Frederick M. Piret, No. 29 Broadway, New York, for the best 
helicoipetal principle lubricating box, silver medal. 

Thomas Prosser I 
the best weighing machine and dynamometer; silver medal. 


Jewell & Steele, Brooklyn, L. I., for a high-pressure alarm, | 


bronze medal. ice 

Jewell & Steele, Brooklyn, L. I., for a low-water indicator, 
bronze medal. 

J. B. Christoffel, No. 20 Lawton street, Brook] 
elliptic spring boiler-tube cleaner, bronzo medal. ; 

veigh Rock Drill Co., for the best air-compresser, silver 
atedal, 

Jerome Wheelock, Worcester, Mass., for the best steam cyl- 
inder packing, silver medal. 

Group 2. 

Isaac H. Sherman, No. 45 Courtlandt street, New York, for 
the best bucket plunger steam pump, silver medal. : 

Wm. D. Baxter, South Bergen, N. S8., fora double cylinder 
anti-freezing pump, bronze medal. ; 

E. T. T. Jenkins, Jr., Brooklyn, E. D., L. I., for an improved 
siphon, bronze medal. 

. 8. Blunt, No. 77 Beekman street, New York, for People’s 
force pump, bronze medal. 

The Glass-Lined Iron Pipe Co. of the State cf New York, 
No. 317 Broadway, New York, for the best glass-lined iron 
pipe, silver medal. 

m. L. Chase & Co., No. 93 Liberty street, New York, for 
the best ‘ Little Giant” oe, silver medal. 

John R. Haines, No. 1,482 Third avenue, New York, for a 
garden pump, bronze medal. 

Erwin Fairbanks, Baldwinsville, N. Y., for a centrifugal ele- 
yator, bronze medal. 

C. Henry Hall & Co., No. 20 Courtland street, New xork, for 
a pulsometer, bronze medal. 

Wm. Burdon, No. 199 Washington street, Brooklyn, L. I., 
steam pressure and vacuum pumps, bronze medal. 

Eagle Meter Co., No. 47 Gold street, New York, for the best 
water meter, silver medal. 

Grovp 3. 

C. Van Haagen & Co., Philadelphia, Pa., for the best rotary 
shaper, silver medal, and also silver medal; for the best self- 
feeding hand drill, for the best horizontal drill attachment, 


, L. 1., for an 


for the best friction planer, and for the best friction gears, | 


expansion boring tools, and slide-rest for lathes. 

Biddle Manufacturing Co., No. 102 Chambers street, New 
York. for a combined press and shear, punching press, drill 
press and shears for round and plate iron, diploma. 

Isaac H. Sherman, No. 45 Cortlandt street, New York, for a 
radial drill press, diploma. 

Worcester & Hunt, Worcester, Mass., for a self-feeding up- 
right drill, diploma. 

euben Brady, Bank and Greenwich streets, New York, for 
a double-acting lever press, diploma. 
L. Chase & Co., No. 93 Liberty street, New York, for the 
best emery wheels and machinery, silver medal. 

J. F. Rogers & Co., No. 91 Liberty street, New York, for 
emery wheels, emery machinery and emery goods, diploma. 

. Scovill D. Foot, No. 112 Chambers street, New York, for 
ground Turkey emery, = 

F. K. Sibley & Co., Waltham, Mass., for emery and crocus 
eloth, diploma, 

S. C. Forsaith & Co., Manchester, N. H., for the best power 
spring hammer, silver medal. 

Charles Merrill & Sons, No. 556 Grand street, for drop ham- 
mers, bronze medal. 

Bradley Manufacturing Co., Syracuse, N. Y., for a cushioned 
hammer, bronze medal. 

Thomas & Co., No. 560 West Thirty-fourth street, New York, 
for duplex slide lathes. bronze medal. 

W. L. Chase & Co., No. 93 Liberty street, New York, for a 
foot-power lathe, diploma. 

Amos H. Brainard, Hyde Park, Mass., for the best milling 
machine, silver medal. 

8. 8S. Townsend, No. 31 Liberty street, New York, for a force 
blast and rotary blower, bronze medal. , 

Biddle Manufacturing Co., No. 102 Chambers street, New 
York, for lead “4° and nippers, bronze medal. 

Boyd & Chase, One hundred and seventh street and First 
avenue, New York, for oil stones, bronze medal. 

Wiley & Russeil, Greenfield, Mass., for a bolt cutter, set-screw 
machine and machine drill combined, bronze medal. 

Stephens Patent Vise Co., No. 91 Liberty street, New York, 
for a parallel vise, bronze medal. 

Dwight Roberts, Williamsburgh, L. I., for a lathe chuck, 
diploma. 

m. Tunstill, No. 147 Union avenue, Brooklyn, L.I., for a 
saw-setting machine and an adjustable wrench, diploma. 

James Gorton, No. 209 East Kighty-third street, New York, 
for a machine for bending sheet metal in forms, diploma. 

Billings & Spence Co., Hartford, Ct.. for drop and hammer 
forgings, diploma. 

John Bayliss, No. 157 East Fifty-fourth street, New York, for 
a vertical hot blast and water tuyere and forge, diploma. 

Jerome Wheelock, Worcester, Mass., for a cylinder boring 
apparatus, <gome. 

m. P. Kellogg & Co., No. 118 Chambers street, New York, 
for a fan blowing portable forger, diploma. 


& Sons, No. 15 Gold street, New York, for | 
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_ Boyd & Pease, No. 524 East Eighteenth street, New York, 
| for foundry facings, diploma. 
Group 4. 
First & Pryibil, No. 461 West Fortieth street, New York, for 
the best band sawing machine, silver medal. 
R. H. Plass & Co., Nos. 202and 204 East Twenty-ninth street, 
New York, for band sawing machine, bronze medal. 
George Harvey, No. 23 Ferry street, New York, for band saw- 
ing machine, diploma. 
Henry L. Beach, No. 90 Fulton street, for the best scroll 
| sawing machine, silver medal. 
Walker Bros., Minneapolis, Minn., for scroll sawing machine, 
| bronze medal. 
Jerome 8. Maseley, Syracuse, N.Y., for'scroll sawing machine, 
| a. 
| euben McChesney, Ilion, N. Y., for truss-arm scroll saw, 
diploma. 
Trump Bros., Wilmington, Del., for scroll saw, diploma. 
W. F. & J. Barnes, Rockford, Ill., for scroll saws, diploma. 
| * C. V. Littlepage & Co., No. 321 East Twenty-second street, 
| New York, for a planing saw. bronze medal. 
| Lane Manufacturing Co., Montpelier, Vt., for the best double 
| —- saw-mill and set of clapboard machinery, silver 
| medal. 
| F.C. Candee & Co., No. 57 Liberty street, New York, for 
circular saw-mill, bronze medal. 
| Myron T. Boult, Battle Creek, Mich., for the best carving, 
| moulding, paneling and dovetailing machine, silver medal. 


| Seymour & Whitlock, Newark, N. J., for the best dovetailing | 


| machine, silver medal. 

| Q. 8. Backus & Co., No. 82 Chambers street, New York, for 
| bit braces and angular borer, diploma. 

| John T. Hawkins, No. 283 East Broadway, New York, for the 
| best spool-blank and turned wood-box machine, silver medal. 

| _ Reuben McChesney, Ilion, N. Y., fora new method of join- 
| ing wood, bronze medal. 


David Milliken, No. 534 West Twentieth street, New York, | 


for a kindling-wood chopper, bronze medal. 





Transportation in Congress. 


On the 3d, in the Senate: 


| Mr. Pratt, of Indiana, submitted a resolution instructing the 
| Committee on the Judiciary to inquire whether Congress has 


ing railroads or canals penetrating two or more States, and 
whether it has authority to regulate rates of railroad trans- 
portation over existing roads chartered by States which, by 
consolidation, have continuous lines running through two or 
more States. 

Mr. Mitchell, of Oregon, introduced a bill granting the right 
of way to the Canyonville & Galeville Railroad, in Oregon. 





frontier and facilitate commerce between the States.” Mr. 
Fenton’s bill provides for a loan of $8,000,000 in United States 
10-50 44% per cent. bonds, to be made by the United States 
Government to the State of New York, for the purpose of en- 
| larging the aqueducte and one tier oflocks on the Erie and Os- 


the payment of the debt for which the canal revenues are now 
constitutionally pledged,and after the canals are thus enlarged, 
their net revenue shall be _ into the Treasury of the United 
States until the proposed loan of $8,000,000 is repaid. Bonds 
are to be issued upon the report of the Commissioners, as the 
work progresses, every three months. 

On the 4th, in the Senate : 

Mr. Boreman, of West Virginia, introduced a bill to complete 
the water highway from the James River to the Ohio, at the 
mouth of the Kanawha. Mr. Boreman’s bill directs the Secretary 
of War to lay out, construct, enlarge and improve a water-way 
from tide water on the James River at Richmond, Va., to the 
Ohio River at the mouth of the Kanawha River in West Vir- 





20 feet wide, and with capacity for vessels of at least 280 tons 
| burden. The States of Virginia and West Virginia are to con- 
| vey tothe United States their interest in the property or 

franchise of any corporation having a claim to the centinuous 
line of water communication projected and in part completed 
by the State of Virginia, and the cost of the work is then to 
be defrayed by the issuance and sale of United States ten-fifty 
4% per cent. bonds to the amount of $8,000,000. Provision is 
also made for the purchase by the Secretary of War of the pri- 


commissioners to equip, maintain and manage said water-way 
when completed, one each to be — from the States of 
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri, Ill‘nois, Indiana, 
Ohio, Kentucky and West Virginia. 

The Senate Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads con- 
| sists of Mr. Ramsey, Chairman; Messrs. Hamlin, Ferry of 





| Michigan, Flanagan, Dorsey, Jones, Saulsbury, Merriman and | 


| Hamilton of Maryland. 


The Senate Committee on Railroads consists of Mr. Stewart, | 


| Chairman ; Messrs. Scott, West, Ramsey, Hitchcock, Cragin, 
| Howe, Frelinghuysen, Hamilton of Texas, Ransom and Kelley. 
| The Senate Committec on Transportation Routes to the Sea- 


boaid consists of Mr. Windom, Chairman ; Messrs. Sherman, | 


| Conkling, West, Conover, Mitchell, Norwood and Davis. 


In the House on the 4th, the following bills and resolutions | 


were introduced : 


the several States by rai'roads; also for a canal connecting 
the waters of Lake Michigan and the Illinois, Mississippi and 
Rock Rivers. 

| By Mr. Wilson, of Indiana, declaring the true intent and 
| meaning of the Pacific Railroad acts. It prohibits the ap- 
| proval by the President, or any Department, of a map present- 
| ed by the Central Branch of the Union Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, for an extension of the road of that company from its 


resent western terminus to the 100th meridian. Its object is | 


o prevent this company from procuring a subsidy of lands 
| and bonds for a distance of about 250 miles. It declares that 
under existing legislation the company has no right to the 
subsidies sought to be procured by the approval of the map. 
° = Wells, of Missouri, for the improvement of the 
Mississippi River bet:veen the mouth of the Ohio and the Mis- 
souri. 
On the 5th, in the House, bills were introduced and referred, 
as follows : 
7 Mr. Loughridge, of Iowa: To complete the James River 
& Kanawha Canal. 


| by water from the interior to the Atlantic sea-board by way of 
the Great Lakes. 

| The Speaker announced the following House committees : 

| (Penn.), Houghton (Cal.), Crocker (Mass.), Willard (Mich.), 
| Corwin (Ill.), McDill (Iowa), Wells (Mo.), Barnum (Conn.), 
| Standiford (Ky.), Creamer (N. Y.), Neal (Ohio.) 

| _ Post Offices and Post Roads.—Packer (Pa.), Stowell (Va.), 
| Platt (N. Y.), Williams (Mass.), Page (Cal.), Danford (Ohio), 


constitutional authority to create corporations for construct- | 


Mr. Fenton, of New York, introduced a bill “to provide | 
for the better protection of the Northern and Northwestern | 


| wego canals to a capacity to pass vessels of war 25 fect in | 
width and 200 in length, and merchant vessels of 600 tons bur- | 
den, propelled by steam, wherever said canals are less than 52 | 
feet wide upon the bottom. The bill also provides that after | 


ginia, by way of the James River & Kanawha Canal, the James, | 
Jackson, Greenbrier, New and Kanawha rivers by canal slack | 
| water sluices or open river navigation not less than 70 feet 

| wide and7 feet deep, with locks not less than 120 feet long and | 


vate stock in the James River & Kanawha Company at a price | 
not exceeding $25 per share, and also for the appointment ot | 


By Mr. Hawley, of Illinois, to regulate commerce among | 


By Mr. Donnan, vf Iowa: To afford cheap transportation | 


Pacific Railroads.—Sawyer (Wis.), Sypher (La.), Kellinger | 
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- (N. C.), Cannon (Ills.), Randall (Pa.), Reed (Ky.), Atking 
(Tenn. ) 

Railways and Canals.—McCrary (Iowa), G. F. Hoar (Mass.), 
Hurlburt (Ill.), Bass (N. Y.), Sherwood (Ohio), Lewis (Tenn.), 
Taylor (Pa.), Smith (Va.), Arthur (Ky.), Wolfe (Ind.), and 
Stone (Wis.) 

In the Senate on the 8th : 

Mr. Chandler, of Michigan, presented a joint resolution of 
the Legislature of the State of Michigan, asking the construc- 
tion of the Niagara Ship Canal; also, joint resolutions of that 
Legislature asking for the survey of a canal across that State, 
Laid on the table. 

Mr. Windom, of Minnesota, introduced a bill to incorporate 
the Southern Trans-Continental (?) Railroad Company, and to 

| grant the right of way through the public lands to the same, 
| Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Logan, of IHinois, introduced a bill to provide for cheap 

; and permanent transportation for persons and freigat be- 
tween New York and Chicago. He said, as there would prob- 
| ably be some question as to the power of Congress to enact 
this law, he would ask that the bill be referred to the Judicia- 
ry Committee, and it was so ordered. Mr. Logan’s bill names 

Messis. James Wilson, Lewis E. Parsons, Joseph H. Chad- 
| wick, G. Dawson Coleman, Benj. F. Allen, Abner Taylor, Jas. 
| Aiken, Leonard Swett, Burton H. Campbell, David H. 
Littler, Robert B. Latham, Shelby M. Cullom, Henry 
S. Greene, Ward H. Lamon, ¥&. Warren Grigsby, 
Harvey Solomon, George W. Carter, W. TT. Sey- 
mour, Elisha W. Keyes, and Charles W. Walcot as 
corporators, under the name of ‘“‘ The New York & Chicago 
Postal Railway & Telegraph Company,” and gives them au- 
thority to construct and operate a railroad with iwo or more 
tracks from any convenient point in the City of Chicago, IIl., 
or within 10 miles thereof on the shore of Lake Michigan, to 
any convenient point in city of New York or within 10 miles 
thereof on the Hudson River or the Bay of New York, the 
road to be commenced within three years of the passage of the 
| act, and the main line to be completed within six years. The 

capital stock shall consist of 1,000,000 shares of $100 each, but 

may be increased by a vote of two-thirds of the stockholders. 
‘| The road is to be as nearly upon an airlineas the topography 
of the country, and the prospects of traftic will permit. The 
tracks shall be laid with steel or solid steel-headed rails, and 
the road shall be constructed and managed in the best man- 
| ner known in railroad management. The corporation shall 
| have the right to purchase all necessary lands, cross any high- 
‘.ay or navigable stream by tunnel or bridge, so constructed 
as not to impede navigation. Incase of failure to agree on 
the price of lands needed for the road it shall be reported to 
the United States District Court for the district in which such 
| lands shall lie, which court shall appoint three commissioners 
| to assess damages, &c. 

The bill further declares the road a public highway, and 
that it shall not be subject to any restriction by State legis- 
lation as to rates of fare, or freight, or charges of any kind 
except taxes to the same extent as other property, nor as to 
| the speed of trains, nor the control and management of said 
| road. One train at least shall be run daily each way between 
New York and Chicago. The company shall charge for the 
carriage of through passengers and freight arate not exceed- 
ing 2% cents per mile for passengers in first-class cars, with 
an addition not exceeding one-half cent. per mile for palace 
or sleeping cars, and not exceeding 144 cents per mile per ton 
for products of the soil, forests or mines, other than precious 
metals, nor more than 2 cents per mile per ton for other 
through freights. Authority is given to construct branches 
to Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Detroit, Toledo, Cinemnati 
and St. Louis, and to any other place within 50 miles of the 
main line; also to extend the said line from Chicago to Oma- 
ha. Authority is also given to construct and operate a line 
| of telegraph along the main road and branches, and to trans- 
mit messages for anyperson. Any material necessary for the 
construction and equipment of the road and branches may 
be imported free of duty. 

In the House the following bills were introduced: 

By Mr. Farwell, ot Illinois, to provide for cheap transporta- 
tion between Chicago and New York. 

, Mr. Hubbell, of Michigan, for a Niagara Falls ship 
canal, 

Mr. Negley, of Pennsylvania, introduced and put on its pas- 
sage a bill modifying the Steamboat Passenger act, by allowing 
towboats on the Ohio and Mississippi to carry 150 pounds of 
steam pressure in place of 110 pounds, on standard boilers of 
| 42 inches diameter, with plates of a quarter of an inch in 
| thickness. He explained the bill, and stated that it did not 
| change the existing law, but only extended it, as the law would 
| 


expire by limitation very soon. The bill was passed. 








Complaints Against British Rajlroads. 





Mr. Chichester Fortescue, President of the Board of Trade 
(a department in the cabinet of the United Kingdom) has ad- 
| dressed the following circular to the chairmen, or what we 
would call the presidents, of the railroad companies of the 
kingdom. As the Board of Trade has charge of the inspection 
and reports of the railroads, and is the authority for railroad 
statistics in the kingdom, its recommendations for legislation 
| are very likely to be followed, and when it advises the compa- 
nies they are likeiy to take some pains to heed its admoni- 
tions: 


Boarpd oF TRADE, Whitehall Gardens, Nov. 18. 

Sir—Her Majesty’s Government desires to call the earnest 
attention of the railway companies to the enclosed report made 
to the Board of Trade upon the accidents which occurred on the 
| railways of the United Kingdom in the year 1872, exhibiting as 
it does a state of things which, it is believed, has not only been 
| continued, but @#ggravated during the present year. It appears 

from the report that a large proportion of these casualties 
|are due to causes which pre within the control of the 

railway companies. If it may be contended that the traf- 
| fic on many lines has very greatly increased, and 
| with it the risks of railway traveling, it is no less true that it 
is within the power of the companies to take care that the per- 
manent way, the rolling-stock, and the station and siding ac- 
commodations are kept up to the requirements of the traffic; 
that the officers and servants are sufficient in number and 
quality for the work to be done, and that proper regulations 
for their guidance are not only made but enforced; that 

ains are made to test every reasonable invention and expe- 
dient devised for the purpose of preventing danger ; and that 
such of those expedients as experience proves to be effective 
are adopted without undue delay. In the face of the facts 
collected and analysed by Captain Tyler, and of the numerous 
| accidents of the present year (many of them the subject of 
| Board of Trade inquiries), it is difficult to —— that such 
| is the case. There can, indeed, be no doubt that methods of 
working and mechanical contrivances, the value of which has 
been thoroughly ascertained, have been too slowly introduced; 
and there is great reason to believe that sufficient provision 
| has not been made for the safe working of the increased traffic 
by the enlargement or re-arrangement of stations or sidings 
and the laying down of additional lines of rail. But whatever 
may be thought of these or other causes as contributing to the 
result, the present insecurity of railway travelling imposes 
upon the railway i the grave responsibility of find- 
ing appropriate remedies for so great an evil. In these ob- 
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servations I do not attempt to distinguish between the va- ing their rates as to make it for the interest of farmers to ship 
rious companies, to all of which they do not in an «qual | their produce. The railroads running west from Chicago are 
degree apply. Another subject which ye genae requires at- | quite busily engaged in transporting to this city live stock, 
tention is the frequent unpunctuality of passenger trains. especially hogs, which are arriving in altogether unprece- 
The inconven‘ence, vexation and loss caused to passengers by _ dented numbers. But while this is the case with these roads. 
this breach of the conditions upon which the companies pro- | the transportation business on the north-and-south roads ( 
fess to carry them, constitute in themselves a serious subject | excepted) is in a very stagnant condition. 

of complaint. Br.t the evil arising from a oes | During the month of November the Land Department sold 
not end here. The service of the line is disarranged; the | 1,326.28 acres of construction lands for $10,812.63, and 120 acres 
chances of accident are multiplied; and trains are forced, in | of free lands for $1,640, a total of 1,446.28 acres for $12,452.63. 
order to make up for lost time, to travel at excessive speed | The cash collections were $33,396. 


396.33. 
through complicated stations, or under other circumstances | ‘The earnings of the Traffic Department for November were : 











where sich traveling may be — dangerous. The returns In Iincis. In Iowa. Total. 
made by the companies to the Board of Trade, under a recent 707 Miles. 402 Miles. 1,109 Miles. 
act, of the accidents which happen to railway servants, show | Freight.................. $310,902 09 98,328 00 409,230 00 
a lamentable number of casualties, often fatal, in proportion | Passengers............... 94,527 50 35,595 10 130,122 60 
to the number omploged. It is no doubt true that many of | Mails....................- 6,375 00 3,059 24 9,434 24 
these accidents are due to the negligence and rashness of the | Other sources ........... 71,125 00 2,520 76 73,645 76 
men themselves, and to the hazardous nature of their duties. 

But, at the same time, it is to be feared thatthe danger of their | Total’actual amines Now” $188.508 10 $622,482 60 
work = a increased by ee want Fa ad ac- | vember, 1872......-.... 573,592 00 122,883 30 696,475 30 
commodation and appliances, or of suitable means . ; . Pane 

of precaution or protection; while sufficient pains do This shows a decrease of 15% per cent. in the Illinois earn- 


| i i y t. in the Iowa earnings, and a 
not appear to be taken to enforce upon them the | i288, am increase of 13% per cen , 88, 
observance of the regulations made for their safety. The | 1ecrease of 10% per cent. in the total earnings. 
companies will feel the necessity of seriously considering the | 
means of preventing so greata loss of life. Her Majesty's | 
Government are fully sensible of the difficulties incidental to | 
railway working in a country where the traffic is so great and The t f bi . 1 he li . 
so various, as well as of the efforts which have been made by | | yo ~~ “et mgr tp oes a i 
the railway companies, in many respects with remarkable suc- | #* 0% “ee | or t ‘i og months ending November 29: Hun- 
cess, for the accommodation of the public ; but safety for life | ‘ingdon Ragen t op, = 435,366 a joe ps pe ; 
and limb, which ought to be a paramount object, has, never- | wrrean "Di a Pa, o i 74. Per + “a 1873 - 769 ane 
theless, not becn sufficiently secured, and great and increasing | 1872, 538 503 tone: eunsy: 8117 at oad, 53, 2 564, r ns ; 
dissatisfaction is the result. Her Majesty’s Government, | ee > es ee Ome, OF % per cont. 
therefore, reserving their own liberty to consider at any time | _—The anthracite coal tonnage of the different lines given 
the expediency of legislation upon any part of this important | for the eleven months ending November 29 was as follows: 
subject, have decmedit their duty to call the attention of the Lehigh & Susquehanna Division, Central Railrosd of New 
railway companies to the whole question, in the hope that | Jersey, 1873, 1,944,429 tons; 1872, 1,616,809 tons; increase, 
they, in whose hands the means of improvement mainly rest, | 327,620 tons, or 2044 per cent. Lehigh Canal, 1873, 735,680 
will themselves make every effort to meet the reasonable de- | tons; 1872, 766,348 tons ; decrease, 30,668 tons, or 4 per cent. 
mands of the public and of Parliament. I request that you | Northern Central, Shamokin Division, 1873, 595,398 tons ; 1872, 
Doar ee ey ime Bir, your obedient servant Te 7°" | & Hudson Canal, 1873, 2,619,868 tons ; 1874.2 711,057 tons: de- 
oard, am, Sir, your obedient serv y , 2,619, ; . A ; de- 
rae “OC, P. Forrescur.” | crease, 91,189 tons, or 3% per cent. Pennsylvania Coal Com- 
| pany, over Erie Railway, 1873, 1,152,366 tons ; 1872, 1,131,108 
: ee ae | tons; increase, 21,258 tons, or 1% per cent. Delaware, Lacka- 
CHIGAGO RAILROAD NEWS. | wanna & Western Railroad, 1873, southward, 1,981,788 tons, 
a Soe Si, ee MR eS 
‘ : : ward, 1,891, tons ; northward, ons, total, 2,636, 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy. : ene | tons; total increase, 223,839 tens, or 84% per cent. 
Mr. George Armcur is building for the use of this road on | i i ; § 
the Joy slip, near Twenty-second street bridge over the South | —The coal tonnage of the Philadelphia & Readin Railroad 
Branch of the Chicago River, a new grain elevator which will | for the fiscal year ending November 30 was: 1873, 6,546,553 
hold 1,500,000 bushels and will cost about $350,000. It is to be | tons ; 1872, 6,185,434 tons ; e sage 361,119 tons, or 5% per 
completed about the 1st of May next, so as to be utilized during | cent. The coal tonnage of the Schuylkill Canal for the vear 
the next season of navigation, _ ; _ | Was: 1873, 743,796 tons; 1872, 838,191 tons; decrease, 94,395 
_A train of cars crossed the Burlington Bridge over the Mis- | tons, or 11/4 per cent. ; r 
—_ pi ey -—— —* ——— in November, making , ro * anthracite coal jenny of a Lehigh Velie Dateeed 
a total o rains during the month. , | for the business year ending November 30 was : , 4,144, 
This company is building two very fine mail cars after the | tons ; 1872, 3,850,118 tons; increase, 294,222 tons, or 7% per 
most approved pattern at their shops in Aurora, Little work | cent. The bituminous cval tonnage for the year was: 1873, 
is at present in progress upon these shops, but it is designed | 28,026 tors ; 1872, 27,052 tons; increase, 974 tons, or 3% per 
that they shall be completed as carly in the spring as possible. | cent. 








TRAFFIC AND EARNINGS. 











for the eleven months ending November 29 were as follows : 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, 1,562,148 tons ; Chesapeake & Ohio 
Canal, 772,145 tons ; Bedford Division Pennsylvania Railroad, 
91,253 tons ; total, 3,425,546 tons. 


—The earnings of the Chicago & Northwestern Railway for 
November were : 1873, passengers, $281,968.32 ; freight, $711,- 
079; miscellaneous, $46,258.21 ; total, $1,089,305.53 ; 1872, total, 
$1,067,386.67 ; decrease, $28,081.14, or 25% per cent. 


—The number of loaded cars passing Mifflin, on the Middle 
Division of the Pennsylvania Railroad, eastward in the month 
of November was : 1873, 34,022; 1872, 25,267; increase, 8,755 
cars, or 345% per cent. 


—The earnings of the Great Western Railway of Canada for 
the week ending November 21 were : 1873, £19,415 ; 1872, £24,- 
633 ; decrease, £5,218, or 214% per cent. 


—The earnings of the Grand Trunk Railway of Canada for 
the week ending Novem ber 22 were : 1873, £49,000 ; 1872, £39,- 
600 ; increase, £9,400, or 23% per cent. 








PERSONAL. 





— Mr. John B. Adams recently ~~ his position as a 
conductor on the Boston & Albany Railroad. He had been on 
the road for 33 years, and, if not the oldest, was one of the old- 
est conductors in the country. 


— Mr. L. W. Dug. Master Mechanic of the Indianapolis 
Division of the Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati & Indian- 
apolis road, was presented with a gold watch and chain by the 
employees of the road at —, December 4. Mr, 
Durgin has gone to Caljfornia for the benefit of his health. 


— Mr. Daniel Ryan, Road Master of the Northern Division 
of the Des Moines Valley Railroad, died at Des Moines, Iowa, 
December 1, of inflammation of the lungs resulting from ex- 
posure while on the road. 


— Foreign journals announce the death of Louis Le Chat- 
elier, at the time of his death Inspector General of mines in 
Frine2, but long connected with the railroads of his native 
country, and eminent for his investigations and experiments 
concerning locomotives. In 1846 he was put in control of the 
railroads then working, and was connected afterwards with 
several leading French and foreign railroad companies. He 
publisbed ‘‘ Experimental Researches on Locomotives,” ‘* Ger- 
man Railroads,” ‘‘ The Stability of Locomotives” and “ T 6 
Machinist’s Guide,” and was eminent for great engineering 
and industrial works other than railroads. e last invention 
for which he was known was the counterpressure steam brake, 
for which the Vienna Exposition awarded him a grand di- 
ploma of honor. 








ANNUAL REPORTS. 


Connecticut Valley. 

This company’s road is 45 miles in length from Hartford 
southeast down the west bank of the Connecticut to Saybrook 
Point. 

The earnings and expenses for the year ending September 
30 were: 


Gilman, Clinton & Springfield. 

Mr. Hinckley has been thoroughly installed in the office of 
Receiver, during the past week, by the withdrawal, on the 
partof Judge Treat, of the injunction granted by his court, 
restraining Mr. Hinckley from entering upon those duties. 
Mr. Hinckley promises to run the road conservatively. He is 
now engaged in cutting down expenses as far as possible. 
The reccipts do not much more than pay the expenses of the 
road now. The line is entirely unfenced, and it is the design 
of the Receiver, as soon as possible, to fence it, and then to 
apply the surplus earnings to the canceliation of indebted- 
ness as rapidly as possible. 


Traffic. 


The receipts and shipments indicate a very healthy traffic 
compared with that at this time last year. For the first week 
of December the reccipts and shipments were, approximately, 
in car loads: 


——-Receipts-—— |—-Shipments — 











1873, ) 1872. | 1873. | 1872. 
700 | 881 616 | 360 
2,287 | 927 || 1,217 | 324 
370 | 633 | “154 | 86 
293 233 | 131 | 198 
3,130 | 2141 | 593 | 339 
605 | 803 | 256 | 408 
Total car loads... ....... 7,385 | 6,293 | 2967 | 1,645 





This shows an increase this year of 39 per cent. in the re- 
ceipts and 80 per cent. in the shipments, which ought to be 
satisfactory progress. 


Freight Oar Exchanges. 

The recent article in the GazettE on this subject gives rise 
to a good deal of talk amcug railroad men in this city. The 
subject is one of great interest, and is regarded as an unsolved 
problem as yet. The mileage-paying roads and the mileage- 
receivilig roads are not disposed to come to any immediate 
agreement on the subject. Mr. McMullin, of the Chicago & 
Alton road, thinks that a fair mileage should be charged, and 
then a reasonable time allowed tor the return of a given car, 
and after that a fair per diem should be charged on each car 
until it is returned. ‘This, he thinks, would prevent careless 
and yong we? delay in the return of cars. He also suggests 
that there should be a general railroad clearing-house to which 
alliailroad companies should report their borrowed cars, and 
the time that they are in their possession. This clearing- 
house should settle the ag oy of mileage and per diem as 
between the geveral roads 


are in the possession of any bape railroad, Railroad men are 
anxious that some general rule should be enacted and enforced 
in regard to this matter. 


Stock Transportation Suit. 

The Pennsylvannia Railroxd Company has brought suit in 
the United States District Court in Chicago against John B. 
Sherman, of Chicago, Archibald M. Allerton, of New York, and 
Samuel W. Allerton, ail of whom are or have been largely 
interested in the live-stock trade and many of the great stock 
yards of the country—as in Chicago, New York, and St. Louis. 
it has an origiu similar to that of sundry other suits by other 
companies, the charge being that in consideration ot certain 
leases of yards the defendants engaged to use all their efforts 
> bring stock business to the company’s road, and fxiled in so 
doing. 


Tilinois Central. 


. Asit is at present, there is con- | 
stantly a liability to misunderstanding as to the time that cars | 











P P 1873. 1872. 
—The earnings of the Great Western Railway of Canada for - ae NaS , $101 
the week cating November 14 were: 1873. 4 | sgepeeiiigaybnmnegpnatgansenssecie amit | nae 
£25,276 ; decrease, £3,783, or 15 per cent. Mails, express and miscellaneous......... 23,141 18 5,523 25 
— The earnings of the Grand Trunk Railway of Canada for 
the week ending November 15 were : 1873, £45,100; 1872, £37,- aire ** seit oR Mit iin one = a 4 
400 ; increase, £7,700, or 20% per cent. Maintenance of motive power and cars... 35,774 24 25,76 91 
—The earnings of the Central Pacific Railroad for the month | Miscel'aneous expenses..........--...++- 93,798 73 55,441 93 
of November were: 1873, $1,296,812; 1872, $1,293,957; 1871, 
$897,233 ; increase, 1873 over 1872, $2,855, or 034 per cent.; in- Total expenses.......+++sseeeeeeee. $160,692 72 $99,087 99 
crease, 1873 over 1871, $399,579, or 4444 per cent. For the ; 105.385 84 45,763 
eleven months ending November 30 the earnings were : 1873, Net Lecce ¢ he mY et ernsenrs $ 70.770 07 $45,763 44 
$12,906,402 ; 1872, $11,886,969 ; 1871, $8,794,713 ; increase, 1873 | COUPONS on bonded debt... -..++-++-+++« : 
| over 1872, $1,019,433, or 8 9-16 per cent. ; increase, 1873 over eo ete: 


1871, $4,111,689, or 4634 per cent. i . cai 12x 
wal i ; i ; i c increase in gross earnings was or 42% 
the mov coding’ Boptomiver Onto Qos ramen ae cent., and in net earnings $59,622.40, or 130% per cent. The 
Gross earnings ($6,409 per mile) $160,227 a pth = of the carnings, which were at 
1 ; batasestsnsesesséobeasencens a enka al onthe. 
Expenses, including interest............+++-ee08 ceneenacncecs. SEE Saston the yeat passenger trains ran 111,056 miles ; freight 
NG oi acs cnknacctchs pmabtieuenniieatios sessseeees $14,820 | trains, 28,424 miles ; other trains, 4,520 — ; a total train 
The earnings show a decrease of $92 from the previous year. ee eee rye m ons Wak tak wry <a 
tae ee ag 85,702 tons of coal from the Clover Hill pits freight, equal to 1,302,908 tons carried one mile. é 
The shi z ts of i b ter from the Lake 8 The equipment of the road consists of 6 peeemetiven,, 14 pee 
rior region for the season of 1878 were: Marquette, 25,p00 | CcnEe™ #nd 5 baggage cars, 110 freight and 60 coal and grave 
tons; Escanaba, 475,630 tons; L'Anse, 72,410. tons ; total, | “Phe capital stock is $1,038,500 and the funded debt $1,011,- 
1,073,979 tons. As compared with the previous year there is | 990 ; a total capital account of $2,044,500 or $45,433 per mile, 


044, 
an increase of 117,748 tons, or 2834 pcr cent., from Marquette ; ‘ t ch n the debt amounts to $1,573 per mile. 
a decrease of 13,059 tons, or 2% per cent., from Escanaba, an _ aa © eas ane 


a total increase of 177,099 tons, or 19%4 per cent. No ship- : 
ments from L’Anse were reported in 1872. The shipments of | Great Western. 
ig iron were : 1873, Marquette, 24,732 tons ; Escanaba, 8,645 | phis company advertises that it desires to make through 
ons; total, 33,380 tons; total, 1872, 98,042 tons; decrease, | scieht arrangements for next season with a line of steamers 
4,662 tons, or 1274 per cent. between Hamilton, Ont., and Montreal. The line to consist 
—The following companies have thus far reported earnings | of not less than three steamers to begin with and to be in- 
tor November : creased as business uires. For particulars, application is 











1873. 1872. Inc. Dec. Pac. Mr. J. Crampton, General Freight Agent, at 
At'antic & Pacific $£8,853 $100,633 ...... $11,780 11% Hereiitoe Ont. Pe gat Agent, 
Bur., Cedar 5%) 
Central Paciiic.......,.. 1,296812 1,208,007 °2.855 li. og | Midland of Canada, = 
Cleve., Col., Cin. & In- This company advertised in English journals of the 29th ult. 
dianapolis ............ 311,935 386,614 ...... 74,679 1934 an issue of £150,000 sterling 6 per cent. second-mortgage bonds 
| —- & Rorthweotera Per am steeee oa 10 1743 | at 82, 8 coupon due January 1 being attached. gee compahy 
- ot age ater a a: aa y “16 | has now 109 miles of road in operation, and 20 miles well unde 
Milwaukee & St Paul... om. 200 702.838 $8,962 — ri way, and its funded debt is now only about £3,000 per mile in 
“& Texas ’ : r sige tion. The new loan is for the purpose of extending the 
Missouri, Kan. & Texas 309,000 227,333 81,667 ...... 35% | opera . mil d ch . the gauge from 
| Ohio & Mississippi .... 266,533 320,954 ...... 54,421 17 | line to Georgian Bay, 33 miles, and c anging os gous Ps 
Beste, of —_" np 308,632 326,668 ...... 18, 34 5% = 6in. hw the —. ie ghey = : = ~ } 3 . “ 
. Louis, Kan. City aving been made necess » 
| Northern.........-... 232,782 267,686 ...... 34,904 13 Trunk with which it connects at Port Hope. 
| aaa mee of the Union Pacific Railroad for the month A Traveling Repair Shop. 
| aes — $1 m..- ~ qeanans » p.--2 A” phe The Central Pacific Cumeete S noviag ag up a rorens 
| BAtDings..... eeeeee > f . »' b . 2 s N e 8 fe) " 
| Expenes ........+++- 594,763 67 538,878 33 65,885 94 10%; | MAChine shop in its Sacramento shops P 


| car, formerly used as a boarding car, and contains a lathe, 
small plancr, drill press, vise-bench and a small engine which 


furnishes power. There is also a steam pump. The traveling 





|  Netcarnivgs..... $575,822 74 $441,827 76 $133,994 98 30%, 
| For the ten months ending October 30, the report is as fol- 


| lows: shop is to be used in repairing breakdowns on the Mountain 
: 1078, a 1072. “ a Divisio '. 

Earnings. ........... $8,536,611 02 $7,219,027 $1,317,583 64 1834 . : 
| Expenses........... 2287-016 42 “4,086,401 2) * "011245 2242 | Ohio Biver Improvement 


——— —- — ~—— —_ _ — | The report of the engineer officer in charge of the Ohio 
Net carnings... $4,248,964 60 $3.132,626 18 $1,116,338 42 35% | River improvements deals largely with the plans proposed for 

The expenses were 50% per cent. of earnings in 1873, and | increasing the facility of —— of the upper — of 
56% per cent. in 1872. Tne earnings were $8,272 per mile in | tLe river. The principal trouble experienced is an absolute 





d $6,995in 1872. 
The business on this road shows a little improvement over orenipenavanie 


last week, aluhough the fact that the Ohio and Mississi pi | 


| 


otherwise be transacted on this road at this time of year. | 583.26; increase $24,026.26, or 253% per cent. During the two 
The railroads running north and south in this State feel | months 1,939 boats, carrying 206,001 tons of coal, cleared from 


particularly the deleterious effect of the Illinois railroad law | Cumberland. 
at this time, since they are utterly prevented from so modify- | 


—The revenue of the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal for the 
rivers are entirely open and navigable for hundreds of miles | month of October was $70,533.87 ; November, $48,075.65 ; total 
above Cairo operates to reduce the business which would | for the two months, $118,609.52; same period in 1872, $94,- 


| 187 lack of water, and there is no source from which it can be de- 
rived. The proposal to bring water from Lake Erie is mani- 
festly absurd, owing to the difference in level, and the con- 
struction of reservoirs on the upper tributaries is not consid- 
ered practicable or advisable. slack water system of locks 
and dams is considered the best plan. This, however, is ob- 
jected to by the coal boatmen. It is thought that an ar- 
rangement of dams and gates can be made, which will allow 











—The shipments of Cumberland coal over the various lines! tows of coal boats to pass through without difficulty. 
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Editorial Announcements. 





Addresses.— Business letters should be addressed and drafts 
made payable to THE RamRoap Gazette. Communications 
for the attention of the Editors should be addressed Eprror 
RAILROAD GAZETTE. 





Contributions.— Subscribers and others will materially as- 
sist us in making our news accurate and complete if they will 
send us early information of events which take place under 
their observation, such as changes in railroad officers, organi- 
zations and changes of companies, the letting, progress and 
completion of contracts for new works or important improve- 
ments of old ones, experiments in the construction of roads 
and machinery and in their management, particulars as to 
the business of railroads, and suggestions as to its improve- 
ment. Discussions of subjects pertaining to ALL DEPARTMENTS 
of railroad business by men practically acquainted with them 
are especially desired. Officers will oblige us by forwarding 
early copies of notices of meetings, elections, appointments, 
and especially annual reports, some notice of all of which will 
be published. 

Advertisements.— We wish it distinclly understood that we 
will entertain no proposiion to publish anything in this jour- 
nal for pay, EXCEPT IN THE ADVERTISING COLUMNS. We give 
in our editorial columns ouR own opinions, and those only, 
and in our news columns present only such matter as we con- 
sider interesting and important to our readers. Those who 
wish to recommend their inventions, machinery, supplies, 
financial schemes, etc., to our readers can do so fully in our 
advertising columns, but it is useless to ask us to recommend 
them editorially, either for money or in consideration of adver- |' 
tising patronage. 








ADVANCEMENT. F 





Every man with the right sort of ambition desires pro- 
motion in his occupation, business or profession. The 
waiter at a hotel looks forward to beconting ‘‘head-waiter,” 
the news-boy to becoming proprietor of a news-stand, and 
nearly all mechanics contemplate the possibility of becom- 
ing foremen. This ambition runs through all grades and 
positions in life, and pervades every class of railroad em- 
ployees. The foreman looks forward to becoming master 
mechanic, and conductors, engineers and agents aspire to 
superintendents’ positions, and the latter to that of general 
manager or president. All this is very commendable, if 

: only righteous means are employed to secure advancement. 
As the subject is of very great interest to many of our 
readers, and as it is one about which we very frequently 
receive letters, a little consideration of it may not be amiss 
at this time. 

The question which presents itself to those employed on 
railroads is usually a very practical one. The great ma- 
jority of such persons are, of course, in subordinate posi- 
tions, doing work which gives them neither name nor rep- 
utation. They are without influential friends, and there 
are many other people who are ready and able to do the 
same work should it be necessary. Take such a person 
with—as is usually the case—an extremely limited educa- 
tion, employed for say ten hours per day in more 
or less exhausting manual labor. Each day’s duty 
is a repetition of that preceding it, and if well 
done attracts no commendation, and is only noticed 
if neglected. A man in such a position may, as many do, 
continue year after year performing faithfully the work 
which is set him to do, and to say that such a way of life, 
without other ambition, is not useful, and often very con- 
tented, would be to deny the evidence which can be seen 
daily almost anywhere we may choose to look for it. While 
we do not purpose to discuss the conditions nor the requi- 
sites for happiness, nor to decide whether the contented 








































































































that those who intend to travel in it cannot make much 
progress if they spend all their time by the wayside in the 
enjoyment of sweet repose. 

The railroad man, with his daily duty before him, may 
be skillful and efficient in the performance of it, but if he 
wants to fill a more responsible place he must qualify 
himself for the duties of such a position. It is very com- 
mon to find men mourning and lamenting, in a state of 
chronic discontent, that the world does not offer them 
advancement. They want promotion before they are pre- 
pared to perform the duties which promotion would im- 
pose onthem. If all the energy which is expended in 
uttering complaints at the want of appreciation by railroad 


| officers of imaginary merit were expended in preparing for 


advancement, there would be more promotions and less 
cause for discontent. We have before us now a letter 


| received very recently, from which we make the following 


extract, which shows this feeling, which is evidently cher- 
ished by the writer like many another ‘luxury of wo.” 

After directing that his paper be discontinued, the wis- 
dom of which we will not discuss, he says: ‘‘my Reason 
& Isupose a good many othr R R Employees is thes I 
spend for Paprs & Drawing, $3.50 per month to learn al 
new Inventions & Ideas, & thereby take al advantages to 
do good Work & ecomenise Labor the Benefit therof can 
be seen by the Most ignerant Offcers if they wish to see it, 
but as arule with rare exception they always prefer Men 
with smooth tounge fine manners that can show off no 
matter if he knows or not whether a Bar of Iron cut in 
with a toole } in. across or lengkways the Grain, does In- 
jure or not or in what direction of a cut is the worse a 
throuought, competent Mechanic is not naw a Days taken 
notise of but stand off & throw a Engine together with a 
coupel of Monky Wrench Mechanicks & make a great Dis- 
play is al o k on the pay Role.” 


Now, this correspondent is evidently of the impression 
that he and his attempts at acquiring knowledge are not 
appreciated, which may be and probably is true, but if 
established will not be a very remarkable fact in this undu- 
lating world of ours. It is a complaint which nearly every- 
body feels disposed to make on slight provocation. The 
people, for example, who advertise locomotives on another 
page of the GazETTE are, we doubt not, all firmly and hon- 
estly of the opinion that their engines are better than 
those made by the other builders; and we think it is quite 
probable that if each expressed his honest convictions he 
would reveal a sort of lowering surprise that the world gen- 
erally is not unanimously of that opinion. The same thing 
might probably be said of all our other advertisers, and 
mankind generally. Want of appreciation is not peculiar 
to railroad service. If, therefore, railroad employees mor- 
bidly foster the idea, which many do, that if their lots had 
only been cast in some other position in life their merits 
would have shown to better advantage, and the way to ad- 
vancement would not have been obstructed as they find or 
‘rather suppose it to be now, they are simply deluding them- 
selves. The way to promotion to the man who has his own 
career to make is nowhere an easy one, and if achieved by 
honorable means is the result of industry, integrity, intelli- 
gence, and that sort of clear-minded energy which sees the 
right thing to do at the right time, and does it. We say 
that advancement is the result of these traits. Now there 
are many persons at the present time at work on 
railroads whose lives have been embittered because 
they find themselves now where they were ten 
or twenty years ago. During all that time they 
have been ready to become energetic as _ they 
were promoted and determined to seek knowledge and 
store their minds with wisdom as soon as their duties re- 
quired them to exercise these virtues. In the meanwhile 
they are like the Irishman who was found in his shanty, 
during a storm, under the table to keep off the rain which 
leaked through the roof, and when asked why he did not 
mend it said that he could not go out then because it was 
raining, and when it was suggested that he should mend it 
when it was not raining, said it did not leak then. They 
do not seek knowledge when they are in a subordinate 
position, because they say there is no occasion to exercise 
it, nor is it appreciated. When the advancement comes, 
there will be no time for doing what should have been done 
long before. Take the case of our correspondent. We 
have no means of knowing, but probably he is a good 

vorkman. There is doubtless some ground for his com- 
plaint that good mechanics are not appreciated or paid as 
they should be. Grant that it is true and what does it 
establish :—simply that railroad employers and railroad 
companies do not exercise strict justice in their dealings 
with those they employ. Now certainly this should not be 
such a surprising discovery to anyone with any considera- 
ble experience with the ways of the world. Injustice goes 
stalking abroad and has roamed under only partial re- 
straint since the world began. Anyone disposed to give 
up the struggle of life for that reason is not fit tolive. It 
is one of the great facts of existence. Every child meets it, 
every school-boy places himself on the defensive to protect 

















method of existence or more ambitious aspirations are | 
most likely to confer that blessing, we must, in order to | resist it, and every business man, from the beginning of 
indicate the road which leads to advancement, point out | his experience until the time when his final profit and loss 


himself, every workman uses whatever means he can to 





| pride for bitter disappointment, 





account is closed, is obliged to exercise all his shrewdness, 
take counsel of his experience and employ all the tact he 
can, to get and to keep whatever is justly his own. 

If therefore our correspondent and those like him do not 
look for promotion or appreciation until all injustice is 
eliminated between employer and employed, or until those 
they work for will carefully and accurately estimate their 
true value, they will probably wait to the end of their lives, 
and then be disappointed. But supposing an entirely just 
estimate of their capacity should be made with a view to 
placing them in a more responsible place, say that of 
assistant master mechanic, let us see what would be the 
result. Now the only evidence from which we can judge 
is the letter before us. From this alone it is evident that 
he is so illiterate or has such an imperfect knowledge of 
the English language that if called upon to correspond or 
make reports, or do any other similar work, much of which 
is required of those occupying such positions, he would 
be quite incapable of doing it even respectably well. 
Even supposing that he was otherwise qualified to fill 
such a position, he would not be appreciated because 
his superior officers and those with whom he commu- 
nicated would probably know very little more of him 
than we do, and would form their impressions entirely 
from his letters and other compositions. Now evidently 
one of the first things for him, and for many others like 
him, to do would be to learn how to write a respectable 
English letter. This can be done in a comparatively short 
time, and even late in life with little labor. There is no 
service which a railroad company could do to its employees 
which, for the cost and labor, would have so much value to 
both parties as instruction to the men in writing ordinary 
letters and reports. The common and almost intuitive 
operations to many of us, of addressing a letter, the use of 
capitals, the form and position and modes of expression of 
the common amenities of written communication, are mat- 
ters of mystery to many such men, as much as the hand- 
ling of a locomotive would be to those who will read this, 
and who are daily in the habit of writing many letters. 

We of course do not wish to underestimate the value to a 
mechanic of mechanical skill. The first duty of every one 
is to know his business, and when once in his apprentice- 
ship, all other knowledge should be made subordinate to 
‘‘learning the trade.” But if a mechanic expects advance- 
ment because he is a skillful workman, and he is nothing 
more, he will be quite sure to be disappointed. Whena 
mechanic is advanced to the position of foreman, another 
kind of knowledge and skill in addition to that of his trade 
is demanded of him. He must be able to calculate, to 
make reports, to look ahead so as to employ those under 
him to work to the best advantage, and above all, to com- 
mand that kind of respect which is the result of decision 


and some degree of dignity of character. 
The next advancement, say to that of master mechanic 


of a division, or of a short road, will demand a still wider 
range of ability. Some scientific knowledge is then needed, 
capacity for designing and proportioning machinery, the 
ability of estimating accurately and comparing the per- 
formance of engines and other machinery. These qualifi- 
cations cannot be acquired suddenly. They are the result 
of careful cultivation, and are of very slow growth. Now 
our correspondent and all others who aspire to filling re- 
sponsible places, should lay this fact to heart, that men 
are appointed to such positions because those who appoint 
them want certain duties performed. Those who look for 
such appointments must therefore be ready with the quali- 
fications when the opportunity offers. The most success- 
ful business men are those who by economy accumulate 
surplus capital for use when those who are less wise are in 
need and compelled to get money ata sacrifice. Those 
employed in the service of railroad companies, although 
possibly not able to accumulate much surplus capital, 
may lay up a store of knowledge which will serve them 
when the golden opportunity comes, as it is quite sure to, 
to the man who is ready to embrace it. 

But many readers may say, as some have, that we have 
to a greater or less degree done what is advised and still we 
stand waiting. It is, of course, impossible to give any 
general advice which can be followed in all such cases. 
We are quite sure, however, of that advice which we have 
already given, which is to be ready as it were to catch the 
passing opportunity ‘‘on the fly,” and also of the wisdom 
in nearly all cases of applying for a vacant place which the 
applicant can fill. Often the first information which a 
railroad officer has of just the kind of ability which he is 
looking for comes to him through the personal application 
of the person seeking the place. If this is done ina 
straightforward, manly way, in a majority of cases it will 
not lessen but increase the esteem for the person making 
it, even if the application is unsuccessful ; and when the 
next opportunity occurs, he who before was unsuccessful 
may be among the first who will be thought of for the 
vacancy. There is usually no greater folly possible than 
for a subordinate on a railroad to wrap himself up in the 
mantle of his pride, and expect those who have appoint- 
ments to make to scek him out like Cincinnatus of old. 
Railroad superintendents and presidents are much too busy 
for that, and he who expects it will probably exchange his 
There is no harm, but 
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merit, in respectfully and modestly asking for employment. 
Of course all clamor and importunity should be avoided 
and suppressed, as other breaches of the peace are or should 
be. Above all, though, let him who seeks advancement 
make sure that he deserves it. ; 


LEGISLATION FOR CHEAP TRANSPORTATION. 


The Committee on Railway Transportation of the New 
York Cheap Transportation Association has issued a report, 
which after some discussion of the importance of cheap 
transportation—which, by the way, is precisely the same 
as the importance of cheap bread, meat, clothing, rents, 
books, furniture, etc., and in no way different—makes 
recommendations for positive legislation. The Association 
is composed chiefly of merchants who receive and ship 
large quantities of freight, and whose experience ought to 
render them capable of considering the matter with a good 
degree of intelligence : at least, they are not such a class 
of men as those who recently advertised their profound 
ignorance of the inexorable laws of trade by declaring that 
no less than a certain price should be received for one of 
the chief farmers’ products. The Association, too, has | 
stated its objects in a sensible way in its constitution, and 
gave promise of working for them rationally. 

The committee’s report declares the following to be 
‘* prominent among the defects and abuses of our present 
system”: 

I. The present method of undertaking the construction of 
railways without a paid-up capital. 

Il. The inflation commonly known as ‘ watering of stock” 
by which its nominal! value is largely increased, thereby mak- 
ing it necessary to unduly tax travel and commerce to secure 
it s value. 

III. By rings in their management, through which boih the 
public and the non-managing stockholders are fieeced to en- 
rich a few prominent officials and managing stockholders. 

IV. The present system, which necessitates the operation of 
passenger and freight traffic over the same roadbed in which 
the passenger traffic has the right of way, thus making it 
necessary for freight trains to lay up two-thirds of the time 
when they should be rolling on to their destination. 


V. The partial representation of the stockholders in the 
boards of direction. 


Now, there are three classes of evils charged here: first, 
the failure of the stockholders to get their property man- 
aged honestly and to their best profit, in which of course 
no one has anything like the interest or the power that they 
have ; second, extortion in rates for the sake of paying divi- 
dends on watered stock, which would be a wrong toward 
the public, but which does not exist, no company ever 
having raised its rates in consequence of an increase in the 
amount of its stock, no company being able, except in a 
small part of its business, to raise its rates without the co- 
operation of its rivals, and nothing preventing the charg- 
ing of the highest rates when the share capital is smallest ; 
the third evil is what is charged to be an injudicious and 
uneconomical system of working railroads, it being the 
system, however, used on every railroad in the world, we 
believe, which has both freight and passengers to carry; 
and it is at least probable that professional railroad men, 
whose lives have been devoted to working railroads, and 
whose sole source of support often depends on working 
them profitably, are not all in error, and these New York 
merchants alone right. 

The following are the remedies which the report sug- 
gests : 

I. Legislation, by which our system of railways can 
be regulated and improved, and 

II. ee Qa te which will complete and carry out the re- 
form which legislation must inaugurate. 

Under the head of legislation we must have the following 
laws: 

I. A law creating a Board of Railway Commissioners, who 
shall be clothed with power to establish and regulate rates 
for transporting freight over ail railroads doing business in 
this State, and to prescribe a uniform system of keeping rail- 
way accounts. ; 

If. A law prescribing an equitable system of prsportional or 
minority representation of the stockholders in the boards of 
direction. c ap 

IL. A law restraining railway companies from paying inter- 
est on dividends beyond a fair and just return on the actual 
cost of their property to their stock and bondholders, and 
compelling them to expend all sums in excess of such amount, 
and what is required to kezp their roads in proper repair and 

ay their necessary operating expenses, on their moving, 

andling and terminal facilities for public security and conve- 
nience, and to reduce their transportation charges when such 
facilitigs are in a perfect and completed condition. 

Iy. A law prohibiting all railway companies from making 
unjust and excessive discrimination against places which are 
not competing — 

Vy. A law prohibiting all railway companies from delegating 
their business to separate corporations, now known as fast 
freight lines, the entire receipts of which do not go into the 
treasury of the roads over which they run. 

VI. A law to prohibit the leasing, consolidation or combina- 
tion of parallel lines of road, by which competition is de- 
stroyed and the people’s highways converted into monopolies. 

VII. A law prohibiting railway companies from acquiring | 
or holding more real estate than is necessary for the opera- | 
tion of their roads, and prohibiting railway companies from 
engaging in mining, or any business other than that of trans- | 
portation. ’ 

VIII. A law making it a penal offense for any public offi- | 
cial to accept or use the free pass of any railway company, | 
and prohibiting railway compavies trom granting such passes | 
to any but regular employees of such railways. 





Now, one of these remedies, that of giving State officers | 
the power to fix railroad rates, is virtually a confiscation of 
railroad property. A person not interested in making a 
business yield a profit, but on the contrary the agent of the 
customers of that business, is authorized to fix the terms 
on which that business shail be done. This is very much 
as if an agent of the New York bakers should be author- 


ized by law to fix the price at which merchants should sell 
flour. For it should always be remembered that in the | 
business of transportation consumers do not substantially | 
balance each other numerically or in influence, as in so | 
many other branches of business. All men are customers | 
of carriers, and there is not one who would not be bene- | 








prices sunk lowest, after which to the 15th there was gen- 
erally a recovery, which in some cases was large. Thus 
Central Pacific 6s rose from 72} to 784; San Joaquin Valley 
6s from 51} to 603; Kansas Pacific 7s from 49} to 523; Mis- 
souri Pacific 6s from 50 to 58; South Pacific 6s from 40 to 
48, and Morris & Essex 7s from 70 to 74. In Amsterdam 


fited directly and in a manner which he could feel by a re- | the prices of solid bonds seem to have fluctuated still more. 
duction of the cost of transportation. The carriers, on the Among the highest and lowest prices for the week ending 
other hand—the people who are pecuniarily interested in | November 13 the following were given: Chicago & North- 
the profits of transportation—are an insignificant fraction | Western Madison Extension 7s, 65 to 76}; Winona & St. 


of the community, who could never have the slightest 
hope of electing a representative to such an office in the 
face of the interests opposed to them. 

The only other check against high rates proposed above 
is contained in the prohibition of consolidations, which so 
far have in almost every instance promoted economy of 
operation and the reduction of rates. 

Almost every other proposition is one intended to pre- 
vent injury to the railroad proprietor. Now it is entirely 
true that everything which saves money to the stock- 


| holder will sooner or later save money to the community 


also; but we submit that the proper judge of the laws 
needed to this end is the railroad ‘proprietor himself. 
He is very much more interested than anyone 
else in saving himself from robbery; he is alto- 
gether better acquainted than anyone else with the tricks 
and methods by which he is robbed —if he is robbed, as he 
is sometimes—and it is altogether probable that he knows 
best what is needed for his protection. The laws cannot 
be too strict; the lack of fidelity of directors and officers to 
their employers, the shareholders, cannot be too carefully 
guarded against. But who is fittest to discover and de- 
mand the legislation needed, if any additional legislation 
is needed ? ; 

It would seem very strange were the merchants of New 
York to plan laws and urge their adoption for the protec- 
tion of Iowa farmers against swindling tree peddlars, the 
farmers meanwhile remaining indifferent or opposed, and 
we would be justified in suspecting that the merchants 
might be mistaken as to the nature or extent of the evils 
complained of, or the efficiency of the new remedies pro- 
posed. 

The truth is, it is with railroad business as with almost 
everything else. It is not so much the lack of laws as of 
the ability to discover and prove the crimes which they 
forbid which makes punishments infrequent and misde- 
meanors comparatively common. But it is not therefore 
necessary to prohibit many innocent and advantageous 
things, as this report proposés to do, in order to avoid the 
evils. Doubtless bad men in positions of trust will always 
be able to sacrifice the interest of their constituents or 
employers. Otherwise the position would not be one of 
trust. The way should be made plain and easy for the 
conviction and exemplary punishment of men thus guilty, 
but no legislation will make such crimes impossible. 








American Railroad Securities Abroad and at Home. 


The news of the numerous defaults on American railroad 
coupons due in November had a terrible effect on the Ger- 
man exchanges, which was exaggerated even by sundry 
false reports published there—and by some true ones. A 
decree of a court having declared illegal the lease of the 
St. Louis, Lawrence & Denver Railroad to the Pacific of 
Missouri, the latter company was enjoined from paying 
interest on $1,000,000 of the former’s bonds, as it had 
agreed to do as rental. The entire issue had been taken 
by a single firm of bankers in Frankfort, which had in- 
tended to sell them, but owing to the unratisfactory con- 
dition of the market did not do so, but kept them asa 
temporary investment, which now fails them entirely. The 
Pacific of Missouri seems to have been forbidden by law to 
pay the interest, so that it could not well be blamed ; but 
its bonds, which with those of the Central Pacific are 
probably more widely held in Germany than those of any 
other American railroad, were immediately discredited 
and fell from about 65 to 50, after which, by the 15th ult., 
they rose again to 58. Reports affecting the Central Paci- 
fic, having apparently no basis whatever, were published 
at the same time, and its bonds fell to 70, afterward rising 
to 78. There was a general pressure to sell at any sacri- 
fice, after which there was a reaction such as shown above. 
A telegram from the President of the St. Louis & South- 
eastern Railway Company was received at Frankfort, which 
read as follows: ‘‘ Pay coupons early; making arrange- 
ments long extension unfunded debt; prospects favorable.” 
This we find published without punctuation in one Frankfort 
journal, and not unnaturally it was an enigma to the Frank- 
forters; and another journal says that ‘‘in consequence of 
the dispatch the bonds lost confidence completely,” so that 
‘‘even at the lowest offer they found no buyers;” the edi- 
tor, however, not having quite lost his head, adds: ‘* We 
_ consider it foolish to sacrifice these bonds at the present 
| prices; in any case the road has a higher value, and the 

bondholders, after the expiration of the time required by 
| law, can take possession of it if the coupon is not redeemed 
' meanwhile.” The quotation given is 38, it having been 54 
| previously, if we remember right, not having any quota- 


Peter 7s, 62 to 73}; Central Pacific 63, 70 to 79; California 

& Oregon 6s, 49 to 60; Union Pacific 6s, 56} to 674; Kansas 
| Pacific 7s, 50 to 55, the closing quotation in every case 
being the highest, or near to the highest. 
| Of course it could not fuil to give a terrible shock to credit 
| to have so large a number—in fact a large proportion—of the 
| American railroad bonds most largely held in Europe fail 

to meet their interest. And it is doubtless true that the 
bad name given by these failures will put great obstacles in 
the way of all negotiations of American bonds abroad for 
years to come, and quite probably make a final end there 
of negotiations of the securities of lines which are still 
unbuilt and without traffic. We will borrow hundreds of 
millions in Europe for railroads hereafter, doubtless, but 
it will probably be chiefly for railroads which are not only 
constructed and in operation, but are earning a consider- 
able margin over the amount of their yearly interest 
charge. A road which is earning a yearly surplus of 
$500,000 for its stockholders is likely to receive atten- 
tion and confidence when it desires to place a 7 per 
cent. loan of $5,000,000; for in this case the new 
capital must be invested not simply without profit, but 
so as to decrease profits immensely, in order to leave no 
earnings to meet the coupons. 


The corollary of this, of course, is, that we must either 
build our new railroads with stock subscriptions, or sell 
their bonds at home, where it is a little easier to get 
trustworthy information of their prospects; and probably 
we must do both. For we venture to say that it is not 
in Germany and Europe alone that investors have begun 
to lose confidence in the bonds of new railroad companies; 
divers and sundry men and women on this side of the 
Atlantic have invested their savings in Midland, Northern 
Pacific, St. Joseph & Denver and many other ‘‘securities” 
of a similar kind, and there is reason to believe that 
hereafter they cannot be made to listen to the voice of 
the charmer, charm he never so wisely.» You may show 
them by maps, elaborate calculations, or otherwise, that 
your projected road will when completed pay all its en- 
gagements to the bondholders and make the stockholders 
rich in the bargain; but even if they have faith in your 
good intentions they will distrust your judgment. Show 
them a road already built and making money, and they 
may be willing to lend to it. And this, really, is the 
proper way. A bond holder is not—at least should not 
be—a speculator who risks money with the possibility of 
great profits or of total loss ; he wishes first of all securi- 
ty, and to obtain this he asks only a moderate interest, 
leaving to the stockholder, presumably a capitalist, the 
opportunities for great profits and the risks of great losses. 
But when, as in the case of so many new American companies, 
the stockholders have put no money or next to none into 
their project—nay, have even let the contracts to them- 
selves at unreasonably high rates—the bondholders have 
been made to take all the risks without any of the advan- 
tages arising from success, and have even had the ordinary 
risks of every new enterprise increased by the absence of 
any pecuniary interest on the part of the stockholder and 
manager, or the presence in him of an interest to make 
the cost of the road as great as possible within the re- 
sources attainable. 





A Congressional Charter. 








Senator Logan has introduced a bill in Congress for the in- 
corporation of the “‘ New York and Chicago Postal Railway 
and Telegraph Company,” which seems to be one of the 
schemes for securing cheaper transportation by means of a Con- 
gressional charter. We have never seen an explanation of the 
reasons which wil! enable a road built under such a charter to 
carry cheaper than one built under State charters, and after ex- 
amining the provisions of this charter we are unable to find 
more than one, which is so cvidently a measure of injustice 
that it is not probable that any member of Congress would 
yote for it. But so far as the requirements of the charter are 
concerned, they are only to the effect that the road shall be as 
straight as practicable, the rails stecl or steel-headed, and the 
construction first-class; that the capital shall be $100,000,000, 
which would be $110,000 per mile or more, and that it may be 
increased; that its charges shall not be regulated or limited 
by any State laws, but that they shall not be more than 2% 
cents per mile for through passengers in first-class cars and 3 
cents in palace or sleeping cars, 144 cents per ton per mile for 
products of the soil, of forests, and of mines, and 2 cents 
for other through freights. 

Now there is no line from New York to Chicago which has 
so large a capital account per mile as “this here pro- 
posed, so that there is no relief suggested in this 
direction, and the ordinary rates for passengers are 
no higher than those stated in this charter. With the 





| tions. November 10 seems to have been the time when | present rate of $22 between New York and Chicago, 
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Lake Shore; 2.28 cents by the New York Central, Great West- 
ern and Michigan Central, and 2.41 by the Pennsylvania route 
—by none so much as 2% cents. Fourth-class freight from 
Chicago to New York is 1.12 cents per ton per mile by the first 
route, 1.14 cents by the second, and 1.20 cents by-the third. | 
The usual summer fourth-class rate is about one-fifth lower. | 
Two cents per ton per mile would be equivalent to 98, 96 and | 
91 cents per hundred by the three routes respectively between 
New York and Chicage, and 144 cents per ton per mile would 
be 73%, 72 and 68 cents per hundred for the haul, respectively. | 
The lowest of these charges is at the rate of 38 cents per bushel 
on corn, which will hardly satisfy the Illinois farmer, at least 
not so long as the lakes and canal will carry it for 17 or 18 
cents, as they have done during the past season. 

The one pr vilege to be granted by Congress is expressed in | 
this clause: ‘“‘Any material necessary for the construction 
and equipment of the road and branches may be imported tree 
of duty.” It ought not to be necessary to point out the gross 
injustice of such a provision. The other railroads of the country 
would have to enter into competition with a line which had 
been virtually partly paid for by the public, including these | 
competing railroads. If Iam compelled by law to pay some | 
$2,000 per mile more for rails than my neighbor, it is evident 
that I cannot compete with him on equal terms, and the law 
tends directly to give him a monopoly by shutting every one 
else out of competition. 

The question whether Congress may properly charter a 
railroad through organized States is one on which there is 
difference of opinion, and which doubtless will come before 
the Supreme Court for decision, should any attempt ever be 
made to act under such a charter. There is now no obstacle, | 
we presume, to the organization under State laws of just such 
a company as the one proposed in this bill. All the States | 


are available and equal, and Pennsylvania will probably have | 
one before the stock can be subscribed to the “ New York & | 


Chicago” Company. Indeed it has a general law now, though | of Africa by the British Government, to aid in carrying on 


it is sometimes thought to be obstructive rather than other- 
wise. 

Among the names mentioned as incorporators in Senator | 
Logan’s bill we notice that of James Wilson, formerly colonel | 
of an Towa regiment and since a member of Congress; B. F. | 
Allen, a really wealthy capitalist of Des Moines, Iowa, and 
President of a Chicago bank; Abner Taylor, a prominent rail- | 
road contractor of Chicago; Leonard Swett, a leading Chica- 
go lawyer, once prominent in politics; B. H. Campbell, a 
friend of the President, formerly a resident of Galena, and 
now United States Marshal at Chicago; Shelby M. Cullom, 
late Member of Congress from Illinois; and Ward H. Lamon, 
a friend and biographer of President Lincoln and his Marshal 
for the District of Columbia. 

Aside from the exclusive privilege of importing materials 
free of duty, there need be no particular objection to the 
granting of such a charter, unless it be a constitutional one 
of intérference with the rights of the States. 














The Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Minnesota Railroad. 


This company has made a proposition to its bondholders, in 
view of its failure to pay the November coupons, for the pay- 
ment of that and the two next coupons ix scrip, bearing 7 per 
cent. gold interest, and payable March 1, 1877, in gold—that 
is, it offers its notes in payment of these three coupons, which | 
amount to 1044 per cent. of the whole face of the bonds. Should 
failure be made in paying interest on this scrip or the princi- | 
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pal when due, the bondholders are to receive back their cou- 
pons, and with them the right to foreclose. This scrip is to | 
be receivable at par, plus the current premium on gold, for | 
the company’s unsold bonds at 90 or its scrip at 40. The com- 
pany announces that a large part of the net earnings this year 
have been applied to construction, it being expected that the 
company’s bonds would be sold to replace them, but these net 
earnings must have been very small. 

The line completed this season (the Milwaukee Division) 
was difficult of construction, crossing as it does the water- 
sheds, and onits northern end it is very crooked and has heavy 
grades. Itis, too, at right angies with the prevail'ng course 
of traffic in Iowa. The Pacific Division is well placed, but it is 
short as yet, and the country on its proposed extension is as 
yet very thinly peopled, though very fertile and capable of 
sustaining a large population and furnishing a heavy traffic, as 
indeed is nearly all the country near the road where competing | 
railroads are not tooclose. The main line from Burlington, 
northwestward, has already a fair traffic for a new road ina | 
not yery thickly peopled country ; but it meets competition 
for a large part of its length, and where even it succeeds in | 
getting most of the traffic it is compelled to carry it at com- 
paratively low rates. The cessation of interest payments, ex- 
cept on the scrip proposed, for a year and a half, will give time | 
to develope the traffic of the line somewhat, and with the 
country fully developed the road might be well supported, if | 
it could get an even share of the traffic, which, howevev, it is 
not likely to get, on account of its direction, though it may | 
get enough to support it well. | 








SS aoa aes | 


Record of New Railroad Construction. | 
| 

This number of the Ramroap Gazerre has information of | 
the laying of track on new railroads as follows : | 

Baltimore, Pitisburgh & Chicago.—Completed between Cen- | 
terton and Deshler, Ohio, by the laying of 2244 miles of track: 
Wisconsin Central.—The southern section has been extended | 
from Chelsea north thirty miles to Worcester, Wis.; the north- | 
ern section southward 12 miles to Penokee, Wis., 30 | 
miles south of Ashland. Nashua & Rochester.—Track iaid | 
‘rom Rochester, N. H., southwest 15 miles to Lee, N. H. Peo- | 
via, Atlanta & Decatur.—Extended southwest 7% miles to a | 
peint within three miles of Mackinaw, Ill, Southern Pacific | 





| miles completed in the United States in 1873. | 


| hear that these criminals are punished. 


| the service of a single firm, were actually tried, and not only 


| not if you were all leaguel together for the purpose of com- 


| compelled to intrust their property to carriers and railways, 


| difficult to dete:t, and of late becoming so frequent and 
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Los Angeles northwest 35 miles to San Fernando, Cal., and | 
another branch from Florence to Las Nictas, 7 miles. 
This is a total of 99 miles of new railroad, making 3,45444 


of railroad. These accidents, however, include injuries to 
trespassers and all others occurring on the roads, and not 
‘* train accidents” only, such as we report. 








Some Russtan Rariroap Recerpts are reported as follows 
Car RosBEers are, we might almost say, common in this | for 1872 by a company which works several lines : On the War- 
country. Every few months we hear that ithas been discover- | 8aw line, $7,092 (gold) per mile; on the Nijni line, $15,906 ; on 
ed that a regular system of plundering freight cars at stations | the Nicholas line, $27,325 per mile. The working expenses of 


| or wh‘le running has been discovered on some road, and that | the first were about 120 per cent., of the second 3744 per cent., 


some of the criminals have been arrested; but we very rarely | and of the third 46 per cent. It is interesting to notice that, 
Perhaps they are ‘**in accordance with the decision of the general meeting of 
sometimes, but if so very little noise is made about it. They | the shareholders, May 15, 1870, approved by the Government,” 
seem to beless tender with the poor thieves in England, for | the Warsaw line had to contribute $23,540 and the Nijni lire 
we sce that nine men, chiefly draymen, who had been engaged | $7,995 ‘‘ towards the endowment of technical schools.” 

in stealing goods from packages sent to the receiving depots of | 
the London & Northwestern Railway, seven of them being in | 








Tue American Socrety oF Civin Encineers will hold a 
meeting on the evening of December 17, at eight o’clock, when 
tried but convicted, and when convicted sentenced, two of | a paper will be read entitled ‘Plan adopted for Raising a 


them to ten years, one to seven years, two to five years and | Draw span after the False-works were carried away,” by C. 8. 


one to two years’ penal servitude, the Judge remarking: | Maurice, C. E., of New York. 
“Tt is a case of almost unprecedented enormity. I know | ——-—-—————— = 














mitting these systematic robberies, or whether each was plun- | General ‘Railroad “Mews. 
dering his own van on his own account. It matters not. It is | 
absolutely essential for the protection of the public, who are 


ELECTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. 





and for the protection of carriers and railway companies from 


—The third annual mecting of the Wilmington, Columbia & 
the depredations of their servants, so easily effected and so 


Augusta Railroad Company was held at Wilmington, N. C., 
November 19. Mr. R. R. Bridgers, Wilmington, N.C., was re- 
elected President, and the following directors were chosen: 


formidable, that when detection is made the offences shall 


be visited by exemplary punishment.” 
true and deserves to be brought to mind in various American 


courts, where, we fear, the thieves are getting the impression 
except Pennsylvania have general incorporation laws which | that stealing 


the vexatious Ashantee war, which, like all wars in districts 


All of which is very 


goods en route is not much of a crime after all. 


A Mitirary Rarzroap is to be constructed on the Gold Coast 


where wheeled vehicles are unknown, and where consequently 
roads do not exist, is carried on with immense difficulty by 
reason Of the almost impossibili y of getting stores forward. 
Material has been forwarded for making a light road of stand- 
ard gauge 614 miles long, the ties being 8 feet long and creo- 
soted, and the rails weighing 24 pounds per yard. The mo- 
tive power consists of three “ steam sappers,” suitable for 
common roads, or, when flanged wheels are substituted, for 
railroads, and largely used by the Royal Engineers in various 
operations of construction, which weigh five tons each; while 
the other rolling stock is made up of ten light cars for carry- 
ing disabled men, and eight small road wagons with both plain 
and flanged wheels, so that they may be used, with the motive 
power, either on or off the railroad. It is calculated that the 
engines will draw a gross lead of 30 tons up a grade of 132 feet 
to the mile and around curves of 135 feet radius at a speed 
of four milesan hour. Portable bridges are sent with the 
other material, and it is intended to utilize the whoie in some 
government works in England after the Ashantees shall have 
been properly chastised. Possibly thirty or forty miles may 
be constructed on the Gold Coast if the first section proves 
useful and the need of more is felt. 











THE PENNSYLVANIA RarLRoAD ARTICLE, which is to be sub- 
mitted with the new constitution at an election now close at 
hand, has the character of much recent railroad legislation, 
especially the good feature of prohibiting special legislation, 
and the bad feature of forbidding higher rates for a given dis- 
tance than for a greater distance including it. The injustice 
and bad economy, to both carrier and community, of this pro- 
hibition we have demonstrated so often that we fear that our 
readers get a little nauseated even at the mention of it. Con- 
solidation of competing roads is prohibited, though of course 
ownership and management in one interest cannot be, so that 
the inability to consolidate may simply cause greater compli- 
cation and expense. Transportation companies are forbidden 
to do other business, but othor companies may work railroads 
not more than fifty miles long for carrying their own produce. 
Free passes are prohibited. The bad features of these regula- 
tions are of course made worse by being made part of a con- 
stitution which cannot be changed by legislation, and it is 
quite possible that what is called the prohibition of discrim- 
ination may cause a great deal of trouble. 








Tue RECEIPTS OF THE BELGIAN STATE RarLRoaps have recent- 
ly diminished materially, and are now reported to be, for the 
first time in their history, less than the expenses. It is nat- 
urally suggested by the officers in charge that the expenses 
now be brought within the receipts by cutting off all exten- 
sions of service which are not sure to bring in a return equal 
to their cost. Yet this is opposed, on the ground that the 
public welfare demands the extensions. Thus one of the dan- 


W. H. Graham, B. F. Newcomer, §. M. Shoemaker, W. T. Wal- 
ters, Baltimore, Md. ; J.D. Cameron, Harrisburg, Pa. ; George 
8. Brown, New York; L. D. Childs, Columbia, 8. C 


—At the thirty-eighth annual meeting of the Wilmington & 
Weldon Railroad Company, in Wilmington, N. C., November 
19, R. R. Bridgers, of Wilmington, N. C., was re-elected Presi- 
dent, and the old board ot directors was also re-elected, as fol- 
lows: A.J. De Rossett, Geo. Harris, W. A. Wright, Wilming- 
ton, N. C.; C. H. Brogden, Goldsboro, N. C. ; George Howard, 
Tarboro, N. C.; W. H. Willard, Raleigh, N. C.; B. F. New- 
comer, 8. M. Shoemaker, W. T. Walters, Baltimore, Md.; J. D. 
Cameron, Harrisburg, Pa. 


—At the annual meeting of the Hamilton & Northwestern 
Railway Company in Hamilton, Ont., recently, directors were 
elected, as follows: P. W. Dayfoot, John Stuart, John Field, 
William Hendrie, Thomas Saunders, James Turner, Matthew 
Copp, John Proctor, and Anthony Leggat. Subsequently John 
Stuart was elected President ; Anthony Copp, Vice-President ; 
and Maitland Young, Secretary. 


—The officers of the newly organized Salf Lake City & Bing- 
ham Railroad Company are as follows: President, C. W. Sco- 
field; Vice-President, B. W. Morgan ; Secretary and Treasurer, 
William B. Welles ; directors, C. W. Seofield, B. W. Morgan, 
W. B. Welles, J. Colman, J. M. Haskell. The address of the 
company is Salt Lake City, Utah. 


—Mr. Isaac D. Barton, late General py eager ge | of the 
Atlantic & Great Western Railroad, is to be put in charge of 
the Flushing & North Side and the Long Island Central rail- 
roads January 1. Mr. Barton was formerly Superintendent of 
the Long Island Railroad, was made Superintendent of the 
United States Rolling Stock Company about two years ago, 
and on the removal of the then Superintendent of the Atlantic 
& Great Western was put in charge of that road, which posi- 
tion he continued to fill until the accession of Mr. Devereux as 
General Manager. 


—At a meeting of the bondholders of the Union Pacific Rail- 
road Company at the company’s office in New York, December 
8, to choose a trustee under the first mortgage in place of 
Oakes Ames, deceased, Oliver Ames, of North Easton, Mass., 
was elected by a majority of 35 over Levi P. Morton. Only 
about $200,000 of the bonds were represented at the meeting. 

—At the annual meeting of the South & North Alabama 
Railroad Company in Montgomery, Ala., Nov. 29, the follow- 
ing directors were chcsen: W. J. Bibb, John W. Durr, H. E. 
Faber, Bolling Hall, Thomas Joseph, Josiah Morris, Montgom- 
ery, Ala.; Luke Pryor, J. W. Sloss, John T. Taner, Athens, 
Ala.; Charles Linn, James R. Powell, Birmingham, Ala.: Al- 
bert Fink, Thomas J. Martin, Louisville, Ky. The board 
elected the following officers: President, J. W. Sloss; Vice- 
President, Albert Fink; Secretary and Treasurer, H. M. Bush; 
Land Commissioner, John T. Milnor. Mr. Sloss takes the 
place of Mr. F. M. Gilmer, who declined re-election. 

—The exccutive officers of the Cairo & Vincennes Railroad 
are now as follows: General Superintendent, L. W. Palmer ; 
Assistant Superintendent, B. I. Burnside ; General Freight 
and Ticket Agent, E. P. Wilson; Auditor and Cashier, J. P. 
Curtis. The Superintendent’s office is at Cairo, Il. 

—The organization of the Phillios & Colby Construction 
Company, which operates the Wisconsin Central and Milwau- 
kee & Northern railroads, is now as follows: President and 
General Manager, E. B. Phillips ; Treasurer, Charles L. Colby, 
Boston, Mass.; General Superintendent, C. Harris; Auditor 
and General Ticket Agent, Henry Pratt; General Fre ght Agent, 
J. E. Follett; Cashicr, Wm. Taintor. The general offices are at 
Milwaukee, Wis., having been removed thither from Chicago. 

—At the annual mecting of the Pittsburgh, Washington & 
Baltimore Railroad Company in Baltimore, December 1, the 
old board of directors was re-elected, as follows : Mendes Co- 
hen, William Keyser, John Donnell Smith, William H. Per- 
kins, H. G. Vickery, Hugh Sisson, Charles Webb, Israel Co- 
hen, Baltimore, Md.; George R. Dennis, Frederick. Md.; Wil- 
liam S. Bissell, G. L. B. Fetterman, Wiliam Baldwin, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. The board re-elected the old officers, as follows : 
President, Mendes Cohen; Treasurcr, Charles Dennelly ; Sec- 
retary and Auditor, J. B. Washinyton ; General Superintend- 








gers of State management appears. The part of the com- 
munity which uses the railroads most demands eagerly the 


| lowest possible rates ; and when the rates, by chance, have | 


been reduced below the paying point, they demand that the 
deficit shall be made up from the public treasury rather than 
by any increase inthe prices they pay for transportation. 
This, of course, is equivalent to a demand that the whole tax- 


for that part of the community whose goods and persons are 
carried for less than co st. 

ACCIDENTS ON THE Beteian State Raiwroaps, according to 
the report for the year 1872, recently published, injured 88 per- 
sons not employees, 35 of whom were killed on the spot while 
three died of their wounds, while accidents occurred to 154 
employees, 53 of wi'om were killed instantly while five died of 
their wounds. Thus we have a totalof 96 killed and 146 


| 








ent, KE. K. Hyndman ; Solicitor, George Eshiras, Jr. 

—At a meeting of the board of directors of the Western Ma- 
1yland Railroad Company in Baltimore, December 2, Mr. James 
L. McLane having deciined a re-election to the presidency of 
the company, Mr. Alexander Rieman was chosen President 
pro iem. 

—Mr. E. M. Moore, Assisiant Superintendent of the Oswego 
Division of the Rome, Watertown & Ogdensburg Railroad, has 





| : 2 | been a inted Assistant Superintendent ienera ight 
| paying community shall pay part of the cost of transportation | Agent: in pines of ag vt biees abomniiees aaiel Ganeret Seange 


’. Case, who has resigned on ac- 
count ofill health. Mr. E. A. Van Horne, late Superintendent 
of the Lake Ontario Shore Railroad, succecds Mr. Moore as 
—— Superintendent. Myr. Mocre’s office is in Watertown, 

—Mr. J. C. Sharpless having resigned the position of Superin- 
tendent and Chief Engincer of the Painesville & Youngstown 
Railroad, Mr. W. C. Agnew will have charge of the Engineer’s 
department, and Mr. G. R. Crane, heretofore Assistant Super- 
intendent, will be Superintendent. 

—Mr. George W. Ogilvie, heretofore General Freight Agent, 
will be hereafter Passenger and Freight Agent of the Des 


me eee eed at OO eee 
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| 
Moines Valley Railroad, the two offices having been united. | condition that if the railroad ne ag fails to pay interest 
and principal of the scrip at maturi 
have their coupons returned to them with all their rights to 
| proceed against the company. 


§. Carrington was re-elected President. Col. Henry C. Cabell National. 


His office is at Keokuk, Ia. 


—At the annual meeting of the James River & Kanawha 
Canal Company in Richmond, Va., November 29, Major Charles 


and Charles W. Antrim, of Lexington, Va., were chosen direct- | 


ors on behalf of the stockholders. The Board of Public Works | mittee was appointed to make arrangements for a resumption 
have appointed Franklin Stearns and§8. C. Tardy, of Richmond, | of work on the line between New York and Philadelphia. 


directors on behalf of the State of Virginia. The board of di- 


rectors has chosen Robert J. Davis a director on behalf of the | Oolorado Central. 


State, to fill a vacancy. | 
— The following suptiokoents on the Hannibal & St. Joseph | 
Railroad took effect December 1 : 


Mr. L. W. Towne is appointed General Superintendent, in | line of freight teams from Longmont to 


place of 0.8. Lyford, resigned. His office is at Hannibal, Mo. | 

Mr. P. W. Drew is appointed Assistant Superintendent, | 
with office at Hannibal, Mo. He will also perform te duties | 
of Superintendent of Telegraph. 

Mr. L. D. Tuthill is appointed Division Superintendent, and 
will have charge of the St. Joseph & Denver City Railroad 
(leased by the Hannibal & St. Joseph), with office at St. 
Joseph, Mo. - 

Mr. H. L. Cooper is appointed Superintendent of Machinery, 
with headquarters at Hannibal, Mo. 

Mr. J. F. Goddard is appointed General Freight Agent, in 
nlace of H. H. Courtright. who has gone to the St. Louis, 
Keane City & Northern Railway. 


Messrs. Towne and Drew have been connected with the road | 


for several years, Mr. Towne as Assistant General Superin- 
tendent and Mr. Drew as Superintendent of Telegraph. Mr. 
Towne is one of the well-known Towne family, all of whom are 
prominent railroad men. Mr. Tuthill has been Superintend- 
ent of the St. Joseph & Denver City road for some time. Mr. 
Cooper has been heretofore Master Mechanic of the Kansas 
City, St. Joseph & Council Bluffs, and Mr. Goddard Assistant 
General Freight Agent of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy. 


—At the annual meeting of the Atlantic & Great Western 
Railroad Company in New York, December 8, the ——- 
board of directors were elected: Lloyd Aspinwall, James H. 
Fay, A. Hegewisch, Abram 8. Hewitt, James B. Hodgskin, 
Lawrence Wells, W. W. McFariand, W. H. Upson, New York; 
J. H. Devereux. Reuben Hitchcock, John Tod, Cleveland, 0O.; 
Henry E. Parsons, W. H. Upson, Ashtabula, O. Messrs. A. 
Hegewisch and W. H. Upson are new directors, replacing 
George B. McClellan and Edward Cooper. Mr. Hegewisch has 
been Assistant Secretary for some time. 


—Mr. D. B. Bartlett has been chosen Secretary and Treasurer 
of the Lowell & Andover Railroad Company. 


—At the annual meeting of the Chicago & Lake Huron 
Railroad Company at Pert Huron, Mich., recently, the follow- 
ing directors were elected: Isaac Gale, Bennington, Mich.; 
William L. Bancroft, Edgar White, Port Huron, Mich.; 
Elisha Shepard, Charlotte, Mich.; Edward C. Nichols, Joseph 
M. Ward, Battle Creck, Mich.; W. Bailey Lang, William D. 
Gadson, William Hamilton, New York. : 








OLD AND NEW ROADS. 


Laclede & Fort Scott. 

In the case of Huidekoper against Dallas County, Mo., the 
United States Circuit Court at Jefferson City, Mo., recently de- 
cided that the bonds issued to this company by the County of 
Dallas were valid, and that the county must pay intere:t and 
principal when due. 


Texas & Mississippi Canal. 

This company purposes connecting Galveston Bay with Sa- 
bine Lake by a ship canal. Two routes have been surveyed 
by United States Engineers, one by East Bay Bayou and Tay- 
lor’s Bayou, and the second by way of East~Bay Bayou, Mud 
Bayou and the chain of small lakes to Sabine Pass. By the 
latter route the distance is about 50 miles, and no locks will be 
required, the country being very flat. The cost of a canal 50 
feet wide and six feet deep, including the cutting of a channel 
through the reef in East Bay, is $645,000. The county of Gal- 
veston has voted a subsidy of $7,500 per mile to the company. 


Oalifornia & Texas Construction Company. 

A report comes from Harrisburg, Pa., that an arrangement 
has been made between Col. Thomas A. Scott and Judge Asa 
Packer, President of the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company, b 
which the means necessary to continue work on the Texas 
Pacific road will be supplied. It is also reported that under 
this arrangement Judge Packer, and other capitalists inter- 
ested with him, will purchase a large interest in the Construc- 
tion Company. 


Railroad Taxation in New Jersey. 

The Commissioners of Appeal of Jersey City, have summon- 
ed the Pennsylvania and the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western 
Railroad Companies to appear before them to show cause why 
the board should not assess them for municipal! taxes, com- 
mencing Dec. 1. 1873, in accordance with an act adopted by 
the last Legislature, which provides that the railroad ccm- 
panies shall pay a municipal tax on their real estate of one per 
cent. on the valuation. 


Missouri, Kansas & Texas. 

The Kansas Supreme Court has decided that the issue of 
$150,000 bonds by Bourbon County, Kan., in 1871, in aid of the 
Tebo & Neosho road (now part of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas) 
was void. The grounds are, first, that the order for the elec- 
tion does not name the road to which aid was to be voted, and 
second, that the vote was against the issue of the bonds. 

The United States Circuit Court recently decided that the 
bonds issued in aid of the Tebo & Neosho road by Vernon 
County, Mo., were legal and valid, there having been no irreg- 
ularity in the issue sufficient to make the bonds void. 


Chesapeake & Ohio- 


The first proposition to bondholders for funding the cou- 
pons has been modified as follows: 

‘1, The coupons to be surrendered and the assignments of 
registered interest shall be placed in the custody of some 
banking or trust company, acceptable to the majority in in- 
terest, to be held in escrow for five years from January 1, 1874. 

**2. If, during that period, there shall occur a, foreclosure of 
either of the mortgages on the road, then the coupons and 
interest assigned that are secured by that mortgage shall be 
entitled to the priorities established by the mortgage, after 
deducting whatever may have been paid as interest on the in- 
come bonds. 

**3. Interest paid at any time on the income bonds shall 
cancel an equal amount of the coupons and assignments held 
in escrow.” 

These modifications are favorable to the bondholders. 


Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Minnesota- 

The proposition made to the bondholders is that payment 
of the coupons due November 1, 1873, May 1, and November 1, 
1874, shall be extended to March 1, 1877. These coupons to be 
deposited with the Farmers’ Loan & Trust aa, sags, | of 
New York, and gold scrip payable March 1, 1871 
and bearing 7 per cent. interest in gold, es 
semi-annually, to be given for the coupons; interest to be 
adjusted, The coupons to remain with the trustee, upon the 


A _ road, which now uses some two miles of Denver Pacific 
rack. 


, then the holders shall 
A meeting was held in Philadelphia last week, when a com- 


It is reported that a new track will be laid into Denver, Col., 


Denver papers report that the company pegpeaee to puton a 

Cheyenne and so 
carry freight in competition with the Denver Pacific between 
Denver and Cheyenne. 


New York & Oswego Midland. 

By order of the Receivers, the lease of the piers at the foot 
of Vesey street, North River, in New York, was cold at auc ion, 
December 8, for $23,000. The annual rent is $16,000, and the 
— for six years. These piers were used as a freight 

epot. 


Maine Central. 

It is stated that after January 1 there is to be a general re- 
duction of expenses on this road, and the free passes are to be 
virtually abolished. 

Much complaint is made by the Massachusetts towns along the 
line of the Boston & Maine of the refusal of the Maine Central 
to exchange freight or make connections with that road. Sev- 
eral of these towns do a considerable business with Maine, 
and the want of through connections causes much inconve- 
nience. 


Utica, Ithaca & Elmira. 

It is reported that this company, which owns a road from 
Cortland, N. Y., southwest to Ithaca, has leased from the 
New York & Oswego Midland the section of its Auburn Branch 
from Freeville to Scipio Center, 26% miles, and also that from 
Cortland to De Ruyter, 1944 miles. The latter section would 
naturally form part of the main line of the Utica, Ithaca & El- 
mira, while the line from Freeville to Scipio Center could very 
well be worked as a branch. 


Southern Pacific, of Oalifornia. 

The San Fernando Branch of the Los Angeles & San Pedro 
road is now completed, and an excursion passed over the line 
November 28. The branch is about 35 miles long, from Los 
Angeles northwest to San Fernando. Track is also laid ona 
branch of about seven miles from Florence south to Los 
Nietas. These lines will shortly be open for travel, when work 
will be commenced on the branch eastward to San Bernardino. 
By the contract with the county of Los Angeles, the company 
is bound to complete 70 miles of railroad in the comnly by 
March 1, 1874. Of this, 42 miles is already finished. 
Olassification of Illinois Railroads. 

The board of railroad commissioners has completed the 
classification of the railroads of Illinois. This classification is 
made in accordance with the old railroad law and is based on 
the earnings reported to the board for the year ending June 
30, 18738. The classification is as follows: 

Class A; earnings over $10,000 per mile: Chicago, Burling- 
ton & Quincy, Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific, Lake Shore & 
Michigan Southern, Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne & Chicago, Mich- 
igan Central. 

Class B; iw ¥ over $8,000 and less than $10,000 per mile: 
Chicago, Alton St. Louis, Illinois Central, Illinois & St. 
Louis, Ohio & Mississippi, St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute, 
Toledo, Wabash & Western. 

Class C ; earnings over $4,000 and jess than $8,000 per mile : 
Chicago, Danville & Vincennes, Chicago & Northwestern, Co- 
lumbus, Chicago & Indiana Central, Indianapoiis, Llooming- 
ton & Western, Indianapolis & St. Louis, Terre Haute & In- 
dianapolis, Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw and Western Union. 

Class D; earnings less than $4,000 per mile: Cairo & St. 
Louis, Cairo & Vincennes, Chester & Tamaroa, Cincinnati, 
Lafayette & ve Grand Tower & Carbondale, Gilman, 
Chnton & Springfield, Hannibal & Naples, Lafayette, Bloom- 
ington & Mississippi, Paris & Decatur, Peoria, Pekin & Jack- 
sonville, Pekin, Lincoln & Decatur, Peoria & Rock Island, Paris 
& Danville, Quincy, Alton & St. Louis, Rockford, Rock Island 
& St. Louis, St. Louis & Southeastern, Springfield & Illinois 
Southeastern and all other organized roadsin the State, in- 
cluding those in process of construction. 


Nashua, Acton & Boston. 

But one passenger train a day is now run over this road each 
way, the travel having prove: too light to support the number 
of trains heretofore run. 


Des Moines Western. 


= of the Des Moines Western Narrow-Gauge Railway, 
etween Adel and Redfield. is to be sold at sheriff's sale at Adel 
to-day, to satisfy a mechanic’s lien. The contractor claims 
to have done $8,000 worth of work on that part of the road. 
oe some $40,000 of work has been done on that line of 
the road.” 


Louisville & Nashville. 

Through sleeping cars are now run from Louisville to Little 
Rock, Ark., by this road and the Memphis and Little Rock. 
Cairo & Fulton. 

The Secretary of the Interior has accepted the section 

froth Little Ruck, Ark., to Fulton, 126 miles, in accordance 
with the report of the Commissioners who inspected it. 
Vermont & Canada. 
_A ~—— has been filed by the Central Vermont Company 
in the Vermont Supreme Court for an injunction to restrain 
the Vermont & Canada Company from proceeding in its 
suit against the Central Vermont in the Massachusetts courts. 
The hearing was set down for December 12, at St. Albans. 


Lowell & Andover. 


The location of the road has been completed and filed and 
work will shortly be commenced on the road, which is to ex- 
tend from Lowell, Mass., east to Ballardville on the Boston & 


The Des Moines (Ia.) Register of December 2 says: ‘That | 


a The mortgage deed has been executed to Isaac H. 
Carrington and John C, Williams, trustees. By the last pub- 
lished report the funde’ debt amounted to $2,021,090, besides 
the Virginia State loan of $600,000. The capital stock is 
$4,000,000. The company owns 195 miles of road, and leases 
aa Carolina Railroad, 223 miles, at an annual rental of 


? 


Kansas Central. 


The Leavenworth (Kan.) Times states that this company 
has succeeded in making arrangements in Europe for the 
necessary funds to extend its road westward. The line is now 
56 miles long, from Leavenworth to Holton, and it is intended 
ultimately to build to Denver, Col. It is of 3-feet gauge. 
Connecticut Western. 

This company owns a road from Hartford, Conn., west by 
north to Millerton, N. Y., 6834 miles. The road was opened 
for business over its whole length early in 1872. The present 
report covers the operations for 15 months, from July 1, 1872, 
to September 30, 1873, the fiscal year having been changed in 
accordance with the law which requires the annual reports to 
be made up to September 30 in each year. For the fifteen 
months the earnings and expenses were as follows: 


BRBBOMBOND . 0.00 6.0.00000600000000000000080 2000 0s0eseeseceses *150.634.62 
BIB inv: 00000.0000000080006.00000060080008008 0008 0bs008es 272,379.07 
DES sadn dr ebecdennnsessevaeeipecowenss weeemnpekenbeys 11,170.05 
ies bbe, «d+ s0banss~cdescbepecedhas peebsabebesnaeee 4,335.42 
BRNO OEB 0.0 ccnc000cs .0000+0s00s000 0000ceccessecsesteeeeees 4,215.18 
Total earnings ($6 440 per mile.).........c000 ceeeeeee ceee $442,734.34 
Operating expenses (65 per cent.) ............. Porccccrece 287,905.94 
Net earnings ($2,252 per mile)............000+ seesecceres $154,828.40 
SD GEE Uy GIs 08 06608 .<c000ssecnscescenensebecesss - 46,614.32 

$201,442.72 
Interest on bonds .. ....... $000 reeccece cocccce oceccecce 176,715.00 
OEE ee ea HT Ma eee is "$24,727.72 


The ee of the road consists of 8 locomotives, 10 pas- 
senger, 2 passenger and baggage and two mail and baggage 
cars, 40 box, 127 flat and 20 four-wheel dump cars. 
The road connects at Mallerto;: with the Poughkeepsie & 
Eastern and Dutchess & Columbia roads, and the Rhinebeck & 
Connecticut, now nearly completed, wiii give it a connection 
with the great coal depot of the Delaware & Hudson Canal 
Company at Rondout. 
The track and equipment are in good order, and it is be- 
lieved that the expenses can be reduced during the coming 
ear. 
m The capital stock is $1,890,124,64, or $27,493 per mile. The 
funded debt is $2,674,000, or $38,894 per mile, making the whole 
capital account $4,564,124.64, or $66,387 per mile. The annual 
interest on the debt is $187,180, or $2,737 per mile. The fhoat- 
ing debt is a little less than $17,000. The road was a very ex- 
seg ong one, requiring mueh heavy work, and for so new a 
ine its report makes a very fair showing. 


New Orleans, Mobile & Texas. 


Proceedings having for their object the sale of the line west 
of the yr enrys have been commenced in the United States 
Circuit Court at New Orleans by Frank M. Ames, Trustee un- 
der the first mortgage as plaintiff, the New Orleans, Mobile & 
Texas, and New Orleans & Texas Railroad Companies and W. 
P. Kellogg being defendants. 

The complaint states that in March, 1870, a first mortgage 
for $12,500 per mile of road, from the Mississippi River west- 
ward to the Sabine River, and for $25,000 per mile thence to 
Houston, was executed, with Oakes Ames and Edwin D. Mor- 
gan as trustees. On the 1st of January, 1872, a supplemental 
first mortgage, for $2,825,000, or $12,500 per mile, from New 
Orleans to Texas; for $1,625,000, or $25,000 per mile, from 
Brashear toVermilionville, and for $2,800,000, or $25,000 per mile, 
from the Sabine to Houston, with the same trustees, was made 
to take the place of the first mortgage of 1870. The bonds under 
the 1870 mortgage were to be recalled and canceled, and 
the same were to be sopeees by the $7,250,000 of bonds issued 
under the mortgage of 1872. Mr. F. M. Ames is successor to 
the original trustees, and has taken possession of the road 
west of the Mississi _ The whole of the $7,250,000 of bonds 
have been sold, a wo coupons on them, duc January 1 and 
July 1, 1873, are unpaid. Also 125,000 of bonds issued or 
indorsed by the State, have been disposed of, or $11,375,000 in 
all, on account of the building of this railroad to Houston, 
Texas, so far. It is also stated that the property taken by the 
trustee is insufficient to satisfy the debt. 

In June last the property of the New Orleans, Mobile & Texas 
Company was ae under the second mortgage on the line 
irom Mobile to New Orleans, and a new company, of the same 
name, was organized by the bondholders and received a cor- 
veyance of the Fa nok f Another company, called the Texas 
& New Orleans Railroad Company, was organized, which holds 
| some five thousand of the old company’s bonds. 
| The trustee does not claim any right to a further guarantee 
| of bonds by the State of Louisiana, but he does claim.a right 
to a further issue of $750,000 of subsidy bonds, when he 
completes this railroad to Vermilionville, which, it is de- 
clared, requires but little more than ‘‘ to purchase the iron 
and lay it upon the tracks.” He adds that ‘the labor of do- 
ing this could be done before the termination of this suit,” 
and asks for the sanction of the court to his doing it, though 
he has such right without this authority. 

Inthe answer filed, the defendants, except Gov. Kellogg, 
admit all the claims made or stated, and the Governor's ad- 
mission is also wanted. If granted, it is considered that this 
would release all the rights of the State against the old com- 
pany ; confirm the validity of all the bonds issued, and deprive 
the State of all claims against the road. 


Caledonia & Mississippi. 


This company has been fully organized, and surveys of the 
line are to be made at once. The road is to extend from Cale- 
donia, Minn., southeast 12 miles to Sumner, on the Chicago, 
Dubuque & Minnesota. 


Salt Lake City & Bingham. 

This company has been organized at Salt Lake Oity, Utah, 
and intends to build a railroad from Salt Lake to Sandy, a dis- 
tance of about 13 miles. The Utah Southern road now con- 
nects the two points, but the new line is to be built on a line 
which will better accommodate the smelting works in the 





Maine. 
The Massachuset‘s Supreme Court has dismissed the suit 


ny from executing the lease of the Lowell & Andover 
road. 


Vermont Central. 

The trestle bridge north of Waterbury, Vt., which was car- 
ried away some weeks ago, is now fully repaired, and trains 
pass over it as usual, 

European & North American. 

It is ees that the proposed lease of the road to the 
Eastern & 

Richmond & Danville. 

This company is about to issue $1,500,000 in bonds in order 
to provide means to discharge its obligations and for general 
purposes. The bonds are to bear 6 per cent. interest, payable 
semi-annually, and having 30 years to run, and are to be 





secured by a general mortgage upon the whole property of the 


brought by William Peters to restrain the Boston& Maine | 


aine Central companies will shortly be executed. 


valley. . 


| Stratford & Huron. 
| The county of Perth, Ontario, has granted a bonus of $80,000 
| to this projected road. 


| Port Dover & Lake Huron. i; 
This company has been granted 2 bonus of $40,000 in aid of 
| its road by the county of Perth, Ontario, and a bonus of 
$25,000 by the town of Woodstock and a portion of East Ox- 
| ford County. 


| 

| Portland & Oxford Central. ; 

| This company having failed to file the bonds required by the 

| court as security for its compliance with the order to put the 

| road in good repair, an injunction restraining the running of 
trains was served on the company November 29. 


| North Carolina. 
A bill is now pending before the North Carolina Legislature 
providing for a consolidation of the North Carolina, W estern 








500 


North Carolina and Atlantic & North Carolinacompanies. The 
two latter companies are to be merged in the North Carolina, 
and that company is to have authority to issue bonds to the 


amount of $13,000 per mile on the whole line and to issue stock | 


to an amount equal to the cost of the road. The bill will 
probably have many amendments before it passes the Legisla- 
ture. 


St. Louis’& St. Joseph. 


A meeting of the bondholders is to be held shortly to take | 


| Freehold & Jamesburg. 


such action as may best secure their interests in the approack- 
ing sale of the road under foreclosure. 


Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe. 


The Land Department makes the following report of land 
sales for the first seven months ot the company’s fiscal year 
1873 and 1874 : 


No. acres. Amount. Avr’ge price. 
$34,120 11 $5 55 
43,435 97 10% 
48,368 08 84! 
60,561 67 2834 
72,619 98 79 
September......... +++ 219,163.96 94,467 38 9235 
23,676.66 120,867 05 10 


In reporting these sales Mr. A. E. Touzalin, the Land Com- 


August 


Cm Oro oror 


that our country is fast becoming understood and appre- 


ciated.” The company has 2,000,000 acres in the market and | 


a million not yet offered. 
Milwaukee & St. Paul. 

The La Crosse (Wis.) Republican of December 3 says: ‘* The 
cars of the Chicago, Dubuque & Minnesota and the Southern 
Minnesota Railroad cross on the winter bridge of the St. Paul 
Railroad. Passenger trains on these two roads will start from 
and arrive at the depot of the St. Paul Company.” 

The St. Paul Press of December 4 says: ‘it is understood 
that a new arrangement will be made on the Milwaukee & St. 
Paul and West Wisconsin railroads, to commence next week, 
by which only one train on each road will be run per day. This 
new plan, however, will not interfere with travel or the mails, 
as the Milwaukee & St. Paul train will leave this cityin the 
evening and the West Wisconsin in the morning. In coming 
out of Chicago, the Milwaukee & St. Paul train will leave in 
the morning and the West Wisconsin 1n the evening.” 

The Press also says that orders have been received to have 
2,000 cars in readiness for the movement of wheat to the ex- 
tent of 750,000 bushels. There isa general disposition on the 
part of farmers to market their crop in view of the increase of 


prices, and the present good condition of the roads in Minne- | 


sota, resulting from snow and hard frosts, 


Portland & Ogdensburg. 

Ofticers of this company have authorized the publication in 
the Portland papers of the statement that, while no contract 
has been signed with the Eastern Railroad Company, agree- 
ments have been made substantially the same as those pub- 
lished. The Eastern Railroad Company does not guarantee the 
Portland & Ogdensburg bonds, but guarantees the road 30 per 
cent. of the proceeds of the gross business passing over the 
Eastern from the Portland & Ogdensburg, and also the Portland 
& Ogdensburg’s proportion of 30 per cent., according to the 
proportion of mileage that road bears to the whole mileage, 
with 10 per cent. additional as compensation for the heavy 
expense incurred by building the road through the Notch. 


A preliminary agreement was first entered into be-ween the | 


roads forming the line from Montreal to Portland, whereby 
the commercial and business interests of Portland were pro- 


tected. The a ;reement with the Eastern is only for business | 
which would seek Boston by some channel, and, if this one | 


was not opened, then by some other. The laws of New Hamp- 


shire authorize a connection for business of roads running to- | 


gether, and the object of the Eastern in making this guaran- 
tee is to assist in building the zoad. 


Flint & Pere Marquette. 

This company has issued a circular to its employees, stating 
that in consequence of the depression in the lumber trade, 
resulting in a large falling off im the freight traffic, the com- 
pany will reduce expenses by a temporary suspension of con- 
struction work, and by a reduction of 15 per cent. in all salaries 
and wages exceeding $1.50 per day. 

Nashua & Rochester. 

The track is laid from Rochester, N. H., southwest to Lee, 
about 15 miles, and cars have passed over that portion of the 
line. The grading of the whole line is nearly finished. 
Springfield, Athol & Northeastern. . 


~ Regular trains commenced running over the extension to 


Springfield December 3, the first train having left Springtield | 


for Athol on that day. 
Boston & Albany. 


A smail temporary round-house is being put up near the 
site of the burned round-house in Springfield, Mass. ‘The new 
bridge at Springfield is nearly completed, and is expected to be 
ready for use by December 25. 


Peoria, Atlanta & Decatur. 


The track is laid to a point about three miles northwest of | 


Mackinaw, Ill., and about ten miles from the junction with 
the Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw. Work has been suspended for 
the present. 


St. Paul & Pacific. 


Mr. J. P. Farley, Receiver, having put in order 144 miles of | 


the St. Vincent Extension, made application te the Governor 
of Minnesota recently for a certificate in the usual form. The 
attorney for the Northern Pacific Company raised some objec- 
tions, but the Governor overruled them and ordered the cer- 
tificate to be issued. 


Northern Pacific. 


The offices of the Land Department were removed from St. 
Paul to Brainerd, Minn., December 1. 

Niagara Suspension Bridge. 

The work of retimbering this bridge for the first time since 
it was opened for travel was completed November 29, having 
been commenced April 7. The: work was necessarily siow, as 
it had to be done without interrupting travel. It required 
about 300,000 feet of seasoned lumber. 


Kalamazoo, Lowell & Northern Michigan. 

The preliminary surveys of this road are being pushed for- 
ward. A second line is now being run, but no part of the road 
has been finally located as yet. 


Northern Pacific—Pacific Division. 

The work of tracklaying on the extension from Tenino, W. 
T., to Tacoma, the Puget Sound terminus, which had been 
suspended for some weeks, was resumed November 25. 
Gilman, Clinton & Springfield. 

In the Wnited States Circuit Court at Springfield, Ill., De- 
cember 3, Judge Treat gave his decision, which was to the 
effect that the State court had complete jurisdiction of the 
ease, and therefore that its order for the appointment of a 
Receiver must stand undisturbed by any injunction of the Fed- 
eral court. The injunction against the Receiver, Mr. Hinck- 
ley, was recalled, and he has taken possession ot the road. 

The trustees for the bondholders will, it is stated, begin new 


| London, 
| New York and New England Company (lessees of the Nor- | 


| proceediags to gain possession of the road under the mort- 
gage. The necessary proceedings, however, will take some 
time, and meanwhile the road will remain under the contro! of 
the Receiver. 

Western Maryland. 

The formal opening of the road through to Williamsport, 
| Md., will take place December 17. The ballasting of the exten- 
| sion from Hagerstown to Williamsport is nearly completed, 

and the road will be ready for travel by that time. 


This company gives notice that it will apply to the New Jer- 
sey Legislature at the next session for authority to sell the six 


| miles of road from Jamesburg, N. J., to Monmouth Junction. 


This section was originally built as a cross cut, or connecting 


| line between the Camden & Amboy and Trenton lines of the 


United Companies, and has always been used for that pur- 
pose. 


| East River Bridge. 


Nearly all the men at work on the bridge over the East River 


| betweem New York and Brooklyn have been discharged, and 


work is suspended for the winter. Active work will not be re- 


| sumed till spring. 


om- Norwich & Worcester. 
missioner, writes: ‘‘ The large monthly increases show plainly | 


It is announced that the steamboat trains from Boston over 
this road will hereafter run to Allyn’s Point on the Thames 
River, seven miles below Norwich, and the boats of the steam- 
boat line to New York will start from ihat poiut instead of New 
This change results from a difference between the 


wich & Worcester road) and the New London Northern as _ to 
the contract for the use of the latter road between Norwich 
and New London. The boats of the Norwich line formerly ran 
to and from Allyn’s Point, but for some years past they have 
run to New London, andihe Norwich & Worcester trains have 
run to that point over the New London Northern track. Sur- 


| veys have already been commenced for an extension of the | 


Norwich & Worcester track from Allyn’s Point Gown the cast 
bank of. the Thames River to Groton, opposite New London, 


where connection will be made with the boats and the Shore | 


Lineroad. The distance from Allyn’s Point to Groton is about 
six miles. 
New York, Providence & Boston. 

The second track has been completed from Stonington, 
Conn., east to Niantic, R. 1., 10 miles, and is now in use. ‘Chis 
leaves only 12 miles of singie track on the line trom Provi- 
dence to Stonington, 50 miles. 

Rhinebeck & Connecticut. 

An injunction has been issued prohibiting this company 

from running trains over its road.’ ‘The reason for the injunc- 


tion is that the company has failed to put up the fences along | 


the line as the work of tracklaying was completed. 
Connecticut Central. 

The town of Ellington, Conn., has voted to subscribe for 350 
shares ($35,000) of the stock of this company, on condition 
that a branch is built to Rockville. 


| International & Great Northern. 


The shops at Palestine, Tex., are making steady progress. | 


A round-house is going up at Longview, the junction with the 
Texas & Pacific. he bridge over the Brazos on the south- 
western extension of the International is nearly completed. 

Considerable cotton is being sent trom Dallas to Galveston 
by the Texas & Pacitie and International & Great Northern. 
New York & Canada. 

Work has been suspended for the present on the line north 
of Port Henry, N. Y. 
between Port Henry and Whitehall. 


| Delaware & Hudson Canal Company. 
It is stated that this company is negotiating for a site for a 
new depot in Albany to accommodate its leased lines, the Al- | 


bany & Susquehanna and Rensselaer & Saratoga. 
Chesapeake & Ohio. 

The annual meeting of the stockholders was held in Rich- 
mond, Va., December 4. The annual report not being ready, 
the meeting adjourned until December 18. 

The Church Hill Tunnel at Richmond is very nearly com- 
pleted, aud a locomotive with some freight cars passed through 
December 1. At that time there remained only the masonry 
of 57 teet of the eastern approach cut to be completed, and it 
was expected that the tunnel would be open for regular travel 
in a few days. The tunnel is 3,927 feet, or nearly threc- 
quarters of a mile long, and is through earth, requiring to be 
arched for the whole distance. 
is 21 feet high and 26 feet 844 inches wide at the spring of the 
arch. 
minimum thickness of 22 inches. The packing behind and 
above the arch is rough stone or brick laid in hydraulic cement. 
The work has been in progress tor a long time, and has fre- 
quently been delayed by the caving in or settling of the earth. 

The track through the tunnel is an extension of the road 
from its old terminus in Richmond to the wharves at Rockett’s 
on the James River, where coal and other freights can be 
transferred to vessels directly. Its completion wil! be of great 
advantage to the road, especially in its coal business. A large 
part of the cost of the tunnel was paid by the City of Rich- 
mond. 

Montclair. 

Mr. J. H. Pratt has written a letter to the New York 7ribune 
in — he gives the following statement of the cost of the 
road: 

Land taken for right of way.... 


$590,673 98 
Construction, engineering, legal 


and general expenses . 2,809,751 31 
Total....... se vee ee ccscccrccc cc cecccces ee cererrccce $3,400,425 29 

Deduct $305 142.22 spent on Morristown Branch, and 
$26.450.77 on Orange Branch........+eeeesseeees eeeces 331,592 99 
Cost of main line... ..ccecc.cecccccccccccccccscce. $3,068,832 30 

The first-mortgage bonds amount to $1,800,000, and the 
second-mortgage bonds to $780,000. The latter were not sold, 
but forfeited as collateral for loans. The floating debt, exciu- 
sive of that owing to the New York & Oswego Midland Com- 
pany, he states at $175,000. 

According to this statement the actual cost of the road from 
the junction with the New Jersey Midland at West End to 
Monks’, 354% miles, has been $86,446 per mile. A large amount 
is still needed to complete the road, as it is in very poor con- 
dition and has hardly any equipment, that now in use belong- 
ing to the New York & Oswego MidlandCompany. The money 
spent on the Morristown and Orange branches is lost for the 
present, and will require a large additional expenditure to 
make it productive. ‘The annual interest charge on the bonds 
already issued is $180,600, or $5,087 per mile, and to earn 
enough to pay its interest the road must have gross earnings 
of over $15,000 per mile—earnings which it is not likely to 
have for many years, if ever. From the road above Montclair 
the traffic is light and must continue to grow very slowly, 
while east of Montclair it meets with competition at every sta- 
tion, and can only gain business by giving facilities which it 
cannot now afford to give. The present prospects of the road 
are anything but bright. , 

The people of the town of Montclair, N. J., have raised a 


question as to the legality ot the issue of $100,000 town bonds | 


There are still some 1,500 men at work | 


It is built tor a double track, | 


The walls are of granite and the arch of brick, with a | 
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in aid of this road. The law requires the commissioners to 
sell the bonds of the town, and with the money so received in- 
vest in bonds of the Montclair Railway Comrany. It is now 
maintained that this was never done, but the bonds were 
passed over directiy to the company in exchange for second- 
mortgage or income bonds of the company. 


Georgetown & Frankford. 

About two-thirds of the amount required to secure State 
aid has been raised for this road. The line will be about 15 
miles loug from Georgetown, Del., southeast to Frankford. 
Milwaukee & St. Louis Air Line, 

Engineers are now engaged in the survey of the section 
from Peru, IIL, north to the’ Wisconsin State line. The line 
from Richmond to Milwaukee will be run as soon as the sur- 
veys in Illinois are completed. 

Syracuse Northern. 

{tis proposed to extend this road from its present terminus 
at Sandy Creck, N. Y., northward to Sackett’s Harbor. This 
extension would be about 25 miles long and for most of the 
distance close te the Rome, Watertown & Ogdensburg road. 


Utica & Black River. 

Trains are now running regularly over the extension of the 
Carthage, Watertown & Sackeit’s Harbor line, from Watertown 
to Sackett’s Harbor. 

Ware River. 

The stations on this newly-completed road, with the distances 

| from the southern terminus at Palmer, Mass., are as follows: 

Thorndike, 3% miles; Ware, 1134; Gilbertville, 1534 ; Hard- 
wick, 2034 ; Barre Plains, 2334; Coldbrook, 27; Williamsville, 
33; Templeton, 39; Baldwinsville, 4234; Waterville, 47%; 
Winchendon, 4914. The company was originally organized in 
1867, and the road was opened to Gilbertville in 1870. Consid- 
| erable work had been done beyond this point, and the company 

then had a capital stock of $1,000,000 and a bonded debt of 
$750,000. Subsequently the company became practically bank- 
rupt, and the road was sold under foreclosure and a new 
ecmpany organized. by the bondholders, who were tie pur- 
chasers. The capital stock of the company is now $750,000, 
and it has a floating debt of over $200,000, but no funded debt, 
| the whole capital account being thus little more than $21,000 
| per mile. 

The question of the terminus at Winchendon is not settled 
yet. the Railroad Commissioners having refused to allow the 
track to cross the Cheshire Railroad at grade. The road is 
controlled by the Boston & Albany Company. 

Philadelphia & Reading. 
The coal train cmployes on the upper end of the road struck 
December 4, in consequence of a redeutien of 10 per cent. in 
their wages. The coal traftic over this portion of the road was 
almost entirely suspended in consequence. The strike, how- 
| ever, was not general, the train crews on the Mill Creek, 
| Mount Carbon, Schuylkill Valley, Schuylkill & Susquehanna 

and part of the Mine Hiil branches still remaining at work. 
None of the passenger train men joined in the strike. The 
wages of the coal train men were raised last spring from $1.85 
to $2 per day, and the present reduction brings them down to 
= The men have offered to take the oid rates of $1.85 per 
day. 


Qarrying Butchers’ Meat. 
The Texas Refrigerator Company shipped ten car-loads of 

| beef from Denison, Tex., November 28, in refrigerator cars 

built specially for this trade. The beef arrived in New York, 

December 6, by the Erie Railway. The weight of the shipment 
| was 200,000 pounds, and it arrived in good condition. The 
company proposes to establish an extensive business of this 
kind, if its first experiments are successful. 
| Wisconsin Central. 

This company having leased the Milwaukee & Northern road 
from December 1, the two roads will hereafter be operated as one 
line by the Phillips & Colby Construction Company, which has 
| built the Wisconsin Ceniral. The latter road is now completed 

to Worcester, Wis., 30 miles beyond the late terminus at Chel- 
sea, and 172 miles from Menasha, so that the line operated is 
now 264 miles iong, from Milwaukee to Worcester, with a 
| branch of 26 miles trom Hilbert to Green Bay. On the north- 
ern end the track is now laid to Penokee, 30 miles southward 
| from Ashland, the Lake Superior terminus, making 320 miles 
| of road in operation altogether, The gap between the north- 
ern and southern parts of the line is 55 miles, from Penokee to 
Worcester. 


QOumberland & Ohio. 

At a meeting of the directors held December 4, the President 
reported the work of grading steadily progressing, and the 
company justified in letting contracts for the grading and ma- 
sonry of the section from Scottsville, Ky., to the Tennessee 
line, about 10miles. This completes the letting of the 30 miles 
from Scottsville to Gallatin, Tenn. Work from Scottsville 
| north to Shelbyville is well advanced. Ths board authorized 
| the President to advertise for proposals for grading and ma- 

sonry for six miles in Bowen County, and also for proposals 

for ties for a part of the northern end of the road. Three calls 
of 20 per cent. and one of 10 per cent. on the individual stock- 
holders were ordered. 

Baltimore, Pittsburgh & Chicago. 

The work of track-laying is completed from the junction 
with the Lake Erie Division of the Baltimore & Ohio, at Cen- 
terton, O., west by north to Deshler on the Dayton & Michigan. 
Tbis completed section is about 60 miles long, and will be 

| opened for travel about the middle of December. It is not 
intended to lay any iron west of Deshler this fall, although 
much work has been done on the grading beyond that point. 

Meetings. 

The adjourned annual meeting of the Chesapeake & Ohio 
Railroad Company will be held in Richmond, Va., Decem- 
ber 18. 

The annual meeting of the Little Rock & Fort Smith Rail- 
road Company will be held in Little Rock, Ark., December 15. 
Dividends. 

The West Jersey Railroad Company, lessee, paid a dividend 
of 3 per cent. on the stock of the Cape May & Millville Railroad 
Company, December 3. 

The Syracuse, Binghamton & New York, leased by the Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna & Western, pays 3 per cent. December 20. 
Transfer books will be closed till the morning of the 22d. 


Wheeling & Lake Erie. 


The contract for the construction of this road from Wheel- 
ing, West Va., to Sandusky, O., 208 miles, has been let to Mr. 
Walter Shanly, one of the firm which has the Hoosac Tunnel 
contract. It is stated that work will be commenced in the 
spring, provided the company fulfills its part of the contract. 
Rochester & State Line. 

Track laying is progressing, the track having reached a 
point beyond Garbuttsville. The road is being ballasted be- 
tween Rochester and Scottsville. Iron and supplies are being 
received faster than the weather will permit them to be used. 


Buffalo, New York & Philadelphia. 


Two locomotives, with 17 by 24 cylinders and 5 feet drivers, 
and built by the Brooks Locomotive Works at Dunkirk, have 
been added to the equipment, 














